
Wildland Fire Conference, Canada 2010

Ontario Parks Fire Management Planning; 

Two Different Parks Two Distinct Plans
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Fire Response:

– Managed fire response

• Full Response

• Modified Response

• Monitoring

Fire Use 

(a resource mgmt tool)

– Prescribed Burning

– Prescribed (Natural) Fire



Quetico Provincial Park



• Wilderness class park:

“…substantial areas where the 
forces of nature are permitted to 

function freely”

• Infrastructure and values:

5 ranger stations around periphery

101 site campground

No designated interior campsites

4 Forest Management Units abutting  

U.S. National Forest to the south 

First Nations community 

Town of Atikokan 

Quetico Background



Values map

QUETICO VALUES



• Great Lakes- St. Lawrence Forest

• Mixed forest: Aspen, birch, jack pine and black spruce

• Historically white and red pine made up large part of 
forest

• Shift from variable age class to older senescent age 
class

• Understory mountain maple, with increasing balsam fir 

The Forest



Forest Communities



Fire History



Algonquin Provincial Park













Fire Management 
Planning in Quetico



Fire Plan Goal:

• To approximate the natural role of fire in perpetuation of Quetico’s 
ecological processes, within the constraints of personal injury, value 
loss, economic and social disruption.
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