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Challenges to Ontario Fire Management Staff
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Background

— The Issue

AFFES response

Adapting Operational
Methods

Prescribed Burn Fire
Behaviour Research
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Climate change is affecting
the landscape of Northern See Severe Storm

Ontario Forests. ... Frequency

— High wind days are more ol
fre%uent ! . Escalating

— Lightning storms are more
frequent

— Tornadoes and severe
storms are occurring at a
higher frequency than in the
past

This is increasing the risk to - Ignace storm approaching - 2007
the safety of the public and
MNR personnel
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25 ha Island — Eagle Lake
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Response Plans

. Quetico Park

. Lake of the Woods
. Black Bay

. Islands of Lake Superial____Response Compartments
. Islands of Lake Nipigon
. Eagle Lake Islands

. Islands of Lac Seul

. Lac Seul North

. Wabakimi Park

p

Red Lake

Fort-Frances

Legend

Thunder Bay

Fire Management Zones

Bores| Zone
Great Lakes/St. Laurence Zone
Hadson Bay Zone

Mortvem Boreal Zone

Parks Zone

Southem Ontario Zone

- Full Response

Modified Response
Monitored Response

Jack Pine Compartment

[ T o~ SEEE A AR e PYamm ™ minnim makenn m ek

Lake Superior




A forest fire MANAGING FIRE RESPONSE r\y._)
Ministry o G IN STORM DAMAGED AREA’'S Zr Ontario
Does the f_ire pose Yas Fu_ll response and
WD | | opeiesay o 1 seaned oo besed
extinguished lis3
Mo

Has the area been pre-
identified in an =8

: 1, Complete FAR with focus on
approved fire response

plan? Modified Responseanitoring

Mo

s the fire located in No Action the fire according
a storm damaged area? [~ L——] Tothe direction in Onfario’s <
Forest Fire Strategy.

Yas

|

Eased on the analysis of the
following criteria, is the risk to
fire fighter salfely accepiahie?

Mo Initial Attack
with fire fighters

v'Fuel hazard

¥

v’ Forecasted weather changes =

S ireaced e hah iU Complets Fire Assessment

Report with focus on
Modified Responsefanitoring

v'Blown fuel is green Mo :
v'Fire Behaviour »*Rank 3 Potential Managed :
v'No escape routes Fire Area .

v'No safety zones .

v Extensive cutting is required \l }
for full suppression !

Yes

Ry

PEw
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* AFFES — working W1t

— Educate on benefits of 1 q’t ;; nse
 Ecological sustainability {1
* Ecological Integrity
* Forestry
* Species at Risk

e Promote yed b
managed £ onse on the landscape across
0 - -

. _
. .—'f—.- .

ustry to promote
the managed forest




b
Ministry of Natural Resources L~ Ontario

Natwral. Valued. Protected.

a)
D §
C )
S |
1!
D §
1
=
O
E ‘
D
Qf
O




Ministry of Natural Resources )r Ontario

Natuwral. Valued. Protected.

: . Charnsaw Work n hazardous fuels
. The need for btrcketrng operations
. Increased effort requlred to construct safety zones
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Results

1. Feller buncher with two excavators with thumbs
2. Feller buncher with one bulldozer
3. Two excavators with thumbs
4. Two bulldozers
5. Feller buncher with two skidders
6. Excavator with one skidder
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Odin Lake
Blowdown

Legend

I

Valhalla/ Odin—  Red Lake fire management headquarters
- 45 km NW of Red lake. 50 km south of Pikangikum FN.

- blowdown event occurred in 2005.

- approximately 2500 ha.

objective is fire behaviour research

timing is mid August till late fall
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Pekagoning Fort Frances fire management headquarters
60 km NW of Atikokan.
blowdown event occurred in 2007.
approximately 112 ha.
objective is fire behaviour research
timing is early September till late fall
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Smoothrock Lake - Thunder Bay fire management headquarters

- 40 km NW of Armstrong in Wabakimi Provincial Park

- blowdown event occurred in 2003.

- 25 ha island.

- restoring health, integrity and sustainability of forest
ecosystems;

- timing is mid August till early October.
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Okanse Lake Red Lake fire management headquarters
90 km NE of Ear Falls.
blowdown event occurred in 2007.
approximately 70 ha.
objective is fire behaviour research
timing is 3 block / year over 4 years. Early September till

late fall
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