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We'd always wait until the 
late afternoon and the fire 
was set at the upper end  
(of the meadow).  It would 
burn down to the low, 
damp places where the 
really wet grasses grow.  
That's the way we burned 
mountain meadows.  See, 
you have to know the 
wind;  you have to know 
how to use it.”

(Cree Elder interviewed by  
Lewis, 1982)

Anthropological  Research
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• Triggered intense 

public and 
management 
interest in fire;

• Helped confirm our 
policies;

Chauncey’s Hole, 
Yellowstone
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1. National Park towns and infrastructure are threatened by 

wildfire.
2. Unprotected population centres and major developments 

hinder fire management options.

1. CANNOT remove the town or major 
developments.

2. CAN:
1. Make areas safer for fire
2. Reduce the risk
3. Ease the minds of managers and 

residents
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• Success in managing wildfires in our 
largest park – 100,000+ ha burns 

• Co-operation with NWT and Alberta
• Significant strep forward $ for elsewhere
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LANDSCAPE FIRE MANAGEMENT IS NOT GETTING ANY EASIER :
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QUESTIONS ?


