University of Michigan
Psychology 493 Section 001- Socio-Cultural Psychology:
Psychological Perspectives on Culture and Ethnicity
Fall 2012: September 4-December 11
Class times: Tuesday 5pm – 8pm @ B247 EH
Office hours: Wednesday, 10am-noon.
Instructor: Takahiko Masuda, Ph. D.
Office:
3030 EH
Course Website: CTOOLS PSYCH 493 001 F12 Phone:
734-763-4363
Email: tmasuda@umich.edu (Please always put PSYCO 493 under the subject heading.)
Textbook: Heine, S. J. (2008). Cultural Psychology: Second Edition. New York: W. W. Norton
and company, Inc. Available @ Bookstore
Course Description:
Do people in different cultures think, feel, and act differently? How can we begin to understand
the cultural variation in psychological processes, and what are the origins of this variation? In the
last decade a number of psychologists have used time-honored empirical methods of psychology
to address these questions. This course reviews and critically examines this literature. A main
focus will be on some Asian countries and cultures, but we will cover different ethnic groups
within the United States. We also discuss various issues of multi-cultural societies.
Course Structure: In my lectures I will be introducing, clarifying, and elaborating on material
related to the course, some of it in the text and some not. Lecture time is limited. You will be
responsible for a great deal of the information in the text on your own. Just because I haven't
lectured on it doesn't mean you aren't responsible for it.
Evaluations:
Class Participation & Discussion: To better understand materials, the class attendance is
mandatory. We will sometimes have around 20-min group discussion sessions in some of the
class. Their active participation in discussion (speak up in class, and mini-homework response)
will be also counted as bonus points.
Exams. Exams will be based on the textbook, assigned articles, and lecture materials. Each exam
will include only the readings and the lecture material covered immediately preceding that exam,
which is worth 35% of the total grade. You will have 120 mins to complete the exam. The format
of the exam is a mixture of open-ended questions, multiple-choice questions, and short essay
questions.
Final paper: You will write up a single-spaced 4 page research proposal which plans to test your
research interests relevant to the course materials. It should consist of (1) reasonable amount of
review in introduction, (2) clear and meaningful research hypotheses, and (3) experimental
designs that test the hypotheses, and (4) possible implications. The topic will be selected by
discussing with the instructor during the semester. The deadline of the final paper is Friday,
December 21st at 4pm. An electronic copy of your paper should be submitted to me
(tmasuda@umich.edu) via CTOOLS webpage. Late submission will receive a deduction of 20%
per day. For example, if you submitted two business days after the due, you will lose 40%.
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Absence from exams: If an examination is missed due to a serious medical condition verified by
a personal physician, a make-up exam will be offered. In order to exercise this option, however,
the instructor must be contacted within 48 hours of the scheduled examination time and date.
Final Grades: Final grades are reported using letter grades. Final grades are determined after
combining students’ class performance (active participation in discussion), two exams, and the final
paper. Students are ranked in order of total scores and a grade is assigned so that the class average
falls approximately within the University-suggested ranges for the senior level students (shown
below):
Letter Grade
Distribution
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8%

A
12%
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B+
16%

B
16%

B12%

C+
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C
5%

CD+
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2%

D
1%
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1%

The distribution of PSYCH493 Final Grades
Midterm:
Oct 23
in class
Final:
Dec 11
in class
Final Paper:
Due: Dec 21
Class Participation & Discussion

35% of the grade
35% of the grade
15% of the grade
15% of the grade

Total

100% of the grade

Course Outline
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Sept 4 (T):
Sept 11 (T)
Sept 18 (T):
Sept 25 (T):
Oct 2 (T)
Oct 9 (T)

Course Guidance + Video
Chapter 1 & 2: Introduction & Culture & Human Nature + Video
Chapter 3(1 & 2): Culture & Evolution
Chapter 4: Methods for Studying Culture and Psychology + Video
Chapter 5: Development & Socialization + Video
Chapter 6(1 & 2): Self & Personality

Oct 16 (T)

Fall Break

Oct 23 (T):

Midterm 1 (120 mins) Range: Ch1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Oct 30 (T):
Nov 6 (T):
Nov 13 (T):
Nov 20 (T):
Nov 27 (T):
Dec 4 (T):

Chapter 7(1 & 2): Culture & Motivation
Chapter 8(1 & 2): Cognition & Perception
Chapter 8(3 & 4): Cognition & Perception
Chapter 9 Relationships & Chapter 11: Physical Health
Chapter 14(1 & 2): Emotions
Chapter 10 (1 & 2): Living in Multi-Cultural World

Dec 11 (T):

Final Exam (120 mins) Ch 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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