Welcome to the Reel World
Every Wednesday
CAB 243 @ 5 pm
 
Join us for a showing of the following films.  These screenings are free of charge and everyone is welcome to attend.
 
September 27, 2006
All About Darfur
 
While documenting the atrocities taking place in Darfur, Elsanhouri investigates how notions of race and ethnicity are constructed in Sudan. Ultimately, Elsanhouri encourages viewers to understand that the ethnic strife in Darfur is a product of scarcity, as Darfurians are dividing along ethnic lines to battle for limited resources. 82 minutes, 2005.
 
October 4, 2006
Breaking the Silence 
 
In 2001, as the bombs began to drop, George W. Bush promised Afghanistan "the generosity of America and its allies." Now, the familiar old warlords are regaining power, religious fundamentalism is renewing its grip and military skirmishes continue routinely. In "liberated" Afghanistan, America has its military base and pipeline access, while the people have the warlords who are, says one woman, "in many ways worse than the Taliban."  51 minutes, 2004.
 
October 11, 2006
The Fence
 
Filmmaker Alexandre Trudeau spent a season working and living with families in Israel and the West Bank. This documentary is an intimate portrait of families on opposing sides of the security barrier in the Jenin-Afula area. Following the daily lives of ordinary people, the story reveals two opposing worlds and the points of view: the Israelis' longing for security and the Palestinians' quest for freedom.  46 minutes, 2004.
 
Wednesday, October 18, 2006 
The World Stopped Watching
 
Peter Raymont's 1987 documentary "The World Is Watching" followed four journalists at work in Nicaragua during the height of the Contra war against the Sandinistas. Thirteen years later in "The World Stopped Watching" Raymont follows journalists Bill Gentile and Ry Ryan during their return to Nicaragua to track down the people they interviewed before and learn how the country has meanwhile changed for better or worse.  82 minutes, 2003.
 
Wednesday, October 25, 2006
Thirst
 
A documentary without narration that explores how water and the ownership and control of water figure into community resistance to corporations rapidly buying up local water supplies. Examines the environmental and human rights issues associated with governments and companies making the world's fresh water supply into a commodity at the expense of local communities. Visits locations in Stockton, California, Bolivia, and India.  62 minutes, 2004.
 
Wednesday, November 1, 2006
Shake Hands with the Devil
 
Follow the searing, emotional journey of Canadian Lt-General Roméo Dallaire, who commanded the UN peacekeeping troops in Rwanda in 1994. It was during this mission that 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were slaughtered during the Rwanda genocide. This experience led to Dallaire's own life tragedies as he dealt with the psychological fallout of witnessing a genocide he was powerless to stop. Filmed during General Dallaire's first return to Rwanda, in April 2004, Shake Hands with the Devil is based in part on his bestselling book of the same name.  56 minutes, 2004.
 
Wednesday, November 8, 2006
Life and Debt
 
Utilizing excerpts from the award-winning non-fiction text "A Small Place" by Jamaica Kincaid, Life & Debt is a woven tapestry of sequences focusing on the stories of individual Jamaicans whose strategies for survival and parameters of day-to-day existence are determined by the U.S. and other foreign economic agendas. By combining traditional documentary telling with a stylized narrative framework, the complexity of international lending, structural adjustment policies and free trade will be understood in the context of the day-to-day realities of the people whose lives they impact. 80 minutes, 2001.
 
Wednesday, November 15, 2006
No More Tears Sister
 
A story of love, revolution, and betrayal, No More Tears Sister explores the price of truth in times of war. Set during the violent ethnic conflict that has enveloped Sri Lanka over decades, the documentary recreates the courageous and vibrant life of renowned human rights activist, Dr. Rajani Thiranagama. Mother, anatomy professor, and symbol of hope, Rajani was assassinated at the age of thirty-five. Stunningly photographed, using rare archival footage, intimate correspondence and poetic recreations, the story of Rajani and her family delves into rarely explored themes - revolutionary women and their dangerous pursuit of justice.  54 minutes, 2004.
 
Wednesday, November 22, 2006
Inside Burma, Land of Fear 
 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter of the assassinated independence leader Aung San, spent 6 years under house arrest. In 1990, her party, the National League for Democracy, won 82 percent of the parliamentary seats. The generals, shocked by an election result they never expected, threw 200 of the newly-elected MPs into prison. Suu Kyi's party has never been allowed to take elected office. She warns that, far from liberalizing life in Burma, foreign investment and tourism can further entrench the military regime.  51 minutes, 1996.
 
Wednesday, November 29, 2006
Bhopal: The Search for Justice
 
This documentary explores the continuing cover-up of the Union Carbide pesticide spill in 1984, analyzes the prospect for environmental and human justice in Bhopal, and exposes the responsibility of the multinational corporations. Twenty years later, amid charges of corruption, graft and suppression of medical and environmental research about the tragedy, the victims are still not adequately compensated or cared for.  52 minutes, 2004.
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