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1) Paper Thesis
In one or two sentences, summarize the purpose of your paper.  If you can’t summarize your paper in one or two sentences, you need to rethink your topic.
2) Academic Article Summary
Find and review one academic article relating to your paper (you will need 2 academic articles in your final paper).  An academic article can be found in any peer-reviewed academic journal (such as the Journal of Public Economics, International Economic Review, Quarterly Journal of Economics, etc).
You will need to:

-introduce the article (along with author and year)

-summarize the article’s methodology/argument
-summarize the article’s conclusion
-relate the article to your topic

Notes:

 -Use headings, keep topic to a few sentences, and make note of the margin restrictions. 
-Feel free to change topics at any time if your original topic(s) hit dead ends

-Start final paper early and hand in this project report early in order to get feedback early.

-Use the most recent article possible
-Wikipedia is not a valid reference
-Other sources (textbooks, websites, newspaper or magazine articles) can provide good information, but do not count as an academic article

-If in doubt whether a source is academic, please book an appointment and ask (when possible, bring the source in question)
-The following page gives a brief fictional example of project report #3

1. Thesis

Superheroes are a public good that should be supported by the federal government.

2. Literature Review

B. Banner’s 2015 article, “Superheroes and Crime Prevention,” examined the impact of superheroes on crime in 58 cities in the United States and Canada.  Banner collected data on the 58 cities between 2005 and 2013, during which time 47 of the cities contained a superhero for between 2 months and 8 years of the study.  The remaining 11 cities provided a control group for the study.
Using two staged ordinary least squares estimation and correcting for heteroskedasticity, Banner examined crime rates as a function of population, income, police funding, superhero residence, racial tension, weather, and unemployment.  Although Banner found three variables (income, superhero residence and unemployment) to have a significant impact
 on crime rates in 52 of the 58 cities, only superhero residence consistently lowered crime by at least 5% in all 52 cities.
Banner concluded that since superheroes statistically have the greatest beneficial impact on crime, government funding currently supporting other crime prevention policies may be better spent supporting superheroes instead.  Banner estimates that the average cost of supporting one superhero for a year ($652,500) is approximately equivalent to the salary and support costs of 14.5 average police officers.  He warns, however, that superhero costs vary greatly and governments need to closely monitor superhero spending on an individual basis.
Lastly, Banner notes that the high cost of superheroes makes it unlikely that private individuals would chose to finance superheroes without government involvement.
� Between 1% and 5% level of significance.
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