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The purpose of this paper is to, with concepts learned in class; investigate any aspect of public expenditure using existing literature.  There is no “wrong” paper, as long as the paper covers some aspect of public expenditure.  Sections of the paper should typically include:
1) Question/Thesis /Inquiry/Topic
In at most a few sentences briefly state the economic issue being examined.
2) Introduction (1-2 pages)
Introduce, describe, and give information relating to your topic.  Cover the background of your topic. Explain how your topic relates to public expenditure and possibly economic theory in general.
3) Literature Review (4 pages)
Review 2 academic articles, covering the issue, methods, and conclusions of each paper individually.  Papers should be as recent as possible and differ significantly (in conclusion, method, etc.)  If a paper covers a broad issue, you don’t need to discuss issues outside your topic.  
4) Policy Discussion and Analysis (1-2 pages)
Highlight and discuss policy applications, using a model if appropriate.  Discuss implications of current and possible policies (pro’s and con’s).  
5) Conclusion (1 page)
Briefly summarize your paper.  List limitations to the paper and avenues for further study.
Paper length: 7-9 double-spaced pages, 12 point Times New Roman font, 1 inch margins.  Data, works cited page, title page, graphs and tables (or similar) are not included in this length.

Include: 2 printed copies of the paper (one will be returned) and 1 electronic copy (USB drive – will not be returned). 
Notes:
1) As this is a 3rd year economics paper, it is not required to be perfect and use tools beyond the scope of the course (ie: calculus).  You will only lose marks if you miss fundamental economic theory or fail to acknowledge shortcomings.

2) You must acknowledge all sources that influence your paper.  The style doesn’t matter (in-text references, footnotes, etc.) as long as it is consistent.  A “works cited” or “works referenced” appendix must be included.  It does not count towards your paper length.  
3) Note that Wikipedia is NOT an acceptable academic source (you are permitted to follow Wikipedia back to an academic source.)  You should also reference the ORIGINAL source.
4) Papers longer than 9 pages or shorter than 7 pages will be penalized.  If 7 pages long, the 7th page does not need to be full.
5) Include a brief title page with your name, ID number, course name, date, and paper title.
6) Include a header on each page with your name and paper title, and a footnote on each page with the page number.  Your title page can omit this information.
7) Use headings in a bigger font to separate the sections of your paper.
8) Remember that your final paper mark is penalized by the square of the sum of days late on your final paper.  Handing in an early paper will gain marks equal to the square root of days early (maximum 4 days).
9) If still in doubt as to how an economic paper looks, simply read articles out of any economic journal.

10) www.googlescholar.com and the library’s econlit database are good places to start for articles.

Due Date: Friday, March 30th, 12:00pm (noon).
Term Paper Marking Scheme

1) Writing  (5 marks)
-Paper written clearly?
-Paper free of spelling mistakes?
-Paper free of punctuation mistakes?
-Paper grammatically correct?
-Paper academic in nature?

2) Topic Presentation (5 marks)
-Topic clearly and cleanly introduced?
-Topic clearly explained?
-Topic background covered?
-Connection to public expenditure clear? 
-Topic complete?
3) Article 1 (5 marks)
-Article clearly and cleanly introduced?
-Article clearly explained?
-Article methods well explained?
-Article summarized well?
-Is the article appropriate to the topic?
3) Article 2 (5 marks)
-Article clearly and cleanly introduced?
-Article clearly explained?
-Article methods well explained?
-Article summarized well?
-Is the article appropriate to the topic?

4) Analysis and conclusion (5 marks)
-Are the policy applications clear?
-Are pro’s and con’s well covered?
-Is paper summarized well?
-Is conclusion succinct and compact?
-Is conclusion honest and forward-looking? 
4) Format (5 marks)
-Is paper well-organized?
-Does the paper flow well?
-Format correct?
-Works Cited correct?
-Graphs/diagrams/calculations/title page clear and correct?
5) Possible Deductions
-Paper length
-Past literature not included
-Incorrect/inconsistent citations
-2 Copies Not Submitted
-Electronic Copy Not Submitted
-Paper submitted late
-Virus in the electronic copy
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