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L. Priemaza
Class Schedule:

Lectures: Tuesday and Thursday 3:30 – 4:50 in T 1 103
E-mail: lorne.priemaza@ualberta.ca
Office: 
Tory 7-21
Hours: 
Wednesday 1:30-2:30 PM or by appointment. 
Course Website: www.ualberta.ca/~priemaza 

Course Description:
	
	Analysis of public sector expenditures in Canada. The rationale for government 
spending and  the problems in the provision of public services. 
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Prerequisite: 
ECON 281 or equivalent
This prerequisite will be enforced.  Please inform the instructor if you wish to take this course without this prerequisite.

Evaluation:  (all dates to be confirmed)
Mid-term exam (Thurs. Feb. 16th)………15%
Paper Progress Reports…………………
5%
Paper (Due Fri. March 30th, 12:00)……...30%
Final Exam (Mon. April 23rd, 14:00)..........50%
Required Books and Materials:

Rosen et al. (2008)  Public Finance In Canada.  (McGraw-Hill Ryerson)
Web Notes (www.ualberta.ca/~priemaza )

Scientific Calculator

Recommended Books and Materials:

Economics 281 reference
Writing guide
Four-Point Grade System Implementation

“Grades reflect judgements of student achievement made by instructors.  These judgements are based on a combination of absolute achievement and relative performance in a class.”
- University of Alberta Calendar 23.4
Grades will be collected and aggregated in percentage form and assigned letter grades at the conclusion of the course.  Grades will be assigned using the suggested grade distribution for 300-level economic courses.  Improvement and class attendance will be considered for borderline cases.
My Guarantee:  An aggregate percentage grade of 60% will not be assigned a grade of less than D (1.0 – minimal pass).

Code of Student Behavior:
"Policy about course outlines can be found in ' 23.4(2) of the
University Calendar." (GFC 29 SEP 2003).  

"The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty.  Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in this respect.  Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of
Student Behaviour (online at www.ualberta.ca/secretariat/appeals.htm <http://www.ualberta.ca/secretariat/appeals.htm> ) and avoid any behaviour which could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an offence.  Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University."  (GFC 29 SEP 2003)
Examples that would not violate the Student Code:

1) Studying in a study group

2) Discussing the course

3) Getting a friend’s OPINON of your paper
4) Using someone’s quote/study/etc. in your paper and referencing them

Examples WOULD violate the Student Code:

1) Looking at another exam paper (for any reason) during an exam

2) Using a cheat sheet, recorder, cell phone etc. during an exam

3) Getting a friend to edit and/or correct your paper

4) Not writing a portion of your paper yourself

5) Using someone’s quote/study/etc. in your paper and not referencing them

Notes:

1)   Paper progress reports will be required throughout the course, and will be worth a total of 5%.  These reports allow your instructor to assist in and guide your paper’s progress.
2)   The course paper can cover any approved topic in public expenditure.  The paper is due at 12:00pm on Friday March 30th.  Late papers will be penalized as the square of total work days late.  Early papers will gain a bonus of √% per day (maximum 4 days).
3)   If you cannot hand in a report or miss a midterm due to severe illness or domestic affliction, contact your instructor immediately.  Your instructor MAY extend the due date or redistribute the weight.  Note that you will be required to provide acceptable documentation, such as a “REQUEST FOR DEFERRAL OF EXAMINATIONS AND/OR TERM WORK” form.
4)  If you miss the final exam for a valid medical reason or severe domestic affliction, you may apply to the UNIVERSITY for the privilege of a re-write.  Please refer to the University Calendar for the proper procedure.

5)  Final marks will be determined by aggregating the marks obtained on each assessment component.  Conversion of these marks to a letter grade will not follow a set grade distribution.  

6) If cheating is suspected, university regulations require that the instructor report the case to the University for Investigation. 
7) The instructor reserves the right to adjust marking weights in individual extreme cases.
Planned Course Topics:
1) Introduction

a. Introduction to Public Finance in Canada (chapter 1)

b. Welfare Economics (chapter 2)

c. Economic Roles of Government (chapter 3)

2) Framework for Public Expenditure Analysis

a. Public Goods (chapter 4)
b. Externalities (chapter 5)
c. Income Redistribution (chapter 6)
d. Cost-Benefit Analysis (chapter 7)
3) Public Expenditure in Canada

a. Social Welfare (chapter 10)
b. Employment Insurance (formerly Unemployment Insurance – chapter 11)

c. Public Pensions (chapter 12)
d. Health Care (chapter 13)
e. Education (chapter 14)
4) Political Economy

a. Public Choice (chapter 8)

b. Fiscal Federalism (chapter 9)

Econ 350 – Planned Schedule for Winter Term 2012
	Week #
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
	Jan. 8
	9
	10

PR 1 Out
	11
	12
	13
	14

	2 
	Jan. 15
	16
	17
	18
	19
PR 1 Due
	20


	21

	3

	Jan. 22
	23
	24



	25
	26


	27

	28

	4

	Jan. 29
	30
	31


	Feb. 1
	2
PR 2 Out
	3

	4



	5

	Feb. 5
	6


	7


	8
	9


	10


	11

	6


	Feb. 12
	13
	14
PR 2 Due

	15
	16
Midterm
	17


	18

	7

	Feb. 19
	20
	21

	22
	23


	24
	25

	8

	Feb. 26
	27
	28

PR 3 Out
	29
	Mar. 1

	2
	3

	9

	Mar. 4
	5
	6


	7
	8
PR 3 Due
	9

	10

	10

	Mar. 11
	12


	13


	14
	15
	16


	17

	11

	Mar. 18
	19
	20

	21
	22


	23


	24

	12

	Mar. 25
	26
	27


	28


	29
	30 Paper Due
	Mar. 31

	13

	April 1
	2
	3

	4
	5


	6
	7

	14 – 


	April 8
	9
	10


	11


	

12 

	13
	14

	15 –


	April 15
	16



	17
	18
	19

	20
	21


Notes:
This is a proposed schedule only.  Any changes will be announced in class.

PR refers to project reports.
Paper is due in the Economics Department Office (Tory 8-14) by 12 PM.  Please note the office is closed between 12pm and 1pm.

