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Homeland and Internal Migration Patterns: Some Co-relations of Muslims and Aboriginals in the Contemporary City


Some interesting co-relations appear when we examine Muslim and Aboriginal Migration Patterns in Canada, co-relations which may accelerate if Muslims increasingly are isolated in the Canadian context because of reactions from international terrorism. This paper will briefly address a few co-ordinates that appear more and more evident: One, the migration context-the linkage of Muslims and Aboriginals to public perceptions of “impossible to understand” or “too complicated to comprehend”-in effect a justification for isolationist living patterns. Two, the urban preference-general concern of both groups to move to urban environments with a community to support the migrant. Data on this phase includes the almost meteoric rise of Aboriginal migration to several Western Canadian cities, and Muslim migration to large urban environments and formations within them of a “Muslim” enclave. Three, the call for independent services-political and public pressure to provide governmental and social services exclusive to these groups, including designated or de-facto schools and health services. Four, the bi-cultural component- homeland/reserve “return” ideology remains vivid and functions as a live option, sometimes glorified, sometimes held as safe haven from the turmoil of the urban environment. Movement “home” becomes a pattern played out in visits, sometimes return to reserves for a period of years, etc. Nuances of all of these indicate a resistance to assimilation that has been the backbone of Aboriginal identity in Canada and is now growing as an option among Muslims, a feature that needs policy consideration.     
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