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We have just heard 3 very interesting but very different presentations on the approach of the 3 Prairie Provinces to Immigration.

The common thread is that, now, all three Prairie Provinces have comprehensive immigration plans and these plans include specific targets for annual immigration.

Margot Morrish has described Manitoba’s well-established and very large provincial immigration program.  It comprises the delivery of immigrant settlement programs, thanks to a federal-provincial agreement and the transfer of about $8M/year to the province for settlement.  It also comprises, by a factor of 5, the largest PNP in Canada.

Joe Garcia described Saskatchewan’s program which is in its early stages but has recently received major funding from the province in order to grow its PNP along the lines of Manitoba.  The province is also well aware that it is one thing to attract immigrants.  It is another thing to make them stay and Saskatchewan’s track record is not good in this respect and the provincial plan also includes a strategy to make Saskatchewan communities more welcoming to immigrants.  Joe also used the example of Saskatoon to demonstrate the attraction and capacity issues.

Percy Cummins has described Alberta’s new Immigration Policy.  While important, Alberta’s employer-driven PNP is not so key to the province’s overall strategy which has major components for marketing the province, improving integration and creating welcoming communities, particularly in rural Alberta.

All three provinces recognized the importance of increasing immigration.  Both Manitoba and Alberta have set targets that reflect their proportional share of Canada’s population.

Manitoba’s share is just under 4% so their immigrant goal is 4% of 250,000 or 10,000/year.

Alberta’s share of Canada’s population is 10% so their goal is about 24,000/year within 3 years.

Saskatchewan’s initial goal is 5,000 immigrants per year but with a 3.1% population share, Saskatchewan needs to attract and retain 7,800 immigrants per year to keep pace.

So how are the Prairie Provinces doing?

Manitoba received 8,100 immigrants in 2005 so it has achieved 81% of its goal and expects to hit it in 2006.

Alberta received 19,400 immigrants last year so it is at 80% of its goal and will almost certainly reach it well before its 5-year timeline.

However, Saskatchewan only received 2,100 immigrants last year, so it is at 42% of the provincial target and at only 27% of its proportional share.

In the 3 major urban areas, immigration is increasing significantly.  Only Edmonton receives less than its proportional share.  In 2005, just under 6,000 immigrants came to greater Edmonton, representing 2.3% of the immigrant movement but Edmonton’s population is 3.4% of Canada’s total.
Calgary with the same 3.4% share of Canada’s population received just under 11,000 immigrants last year, or 4.2% of the total immigrants to Canada.

Similarly, Winnipeg, with 2% of Canada’s population, received about 6,200 immigrants representing 2.4% of the immigrant movement.

So instead of talking about the majority of immigrants going to M-T-V (Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver), we should start talking about M-T-V-C-W!

And let’s hope we can add an E for Edmonton very soon.

The other side of the coin is the success of some smaller prairie centres in attracting immigrants.

In all provinces, the PNP is being used to support employer needs in smaller centres.  Sometimes a single large employer, such as Lakeside Packers, becomes a draw, especially for secondary immigrants.

In Saskatchewan in 2005, fully 1/3 of immigrants were destined to locations other than Regina or Saskatoon.  This is a significant change from the past where, as Joe pointed out, 75% went to the 2 big cities.

As Margot pointed out, in Manitoba last year, almost 2,000 immigrants or over 20% were destined outside of Winnipeg.  Steinbach welcomed 369 new immigrants last year and a total of 1,072 during the last 3 years.

The Winkler/Morden area received 754 immigrants in 2005 and a total of 1,737 immigrants during the last 3 years.  These numbers are having an enormous impact on the viability of these smaller rural centres.

In Alberta, only 2,508 immigrants were destined outside of Edmonton and Calgary representing 13% of the immigrant movement.

Nevertheless the numbers going to centres such as Red Deer, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat and Fort McMurray and Brooks are still quite substantial.

Overall, in the Prairies, immigration has grown from 21,000 in 2002 to 29,700 in 2005, an increase of 41% over a 3-year period and the Prairies’ proportional share of national immigration has grown from 9.2% to 11.3% over the same period.

In addition to immigrant numbers, the volumes of temporary foreign workers are increasing dramatically, particularly in Alberta where the numbers have more than doubled from 9,000 in 2000 to 22,000 in 2005, and with the pending projects in the oil sands and in the NWT, these numbers will undoubtedly grow enormously and some will end up as immigrants as well.

As Percy noted, both levels of Government need to examine settlement services for temporary workers and their families who intend to stay as immigrants.

I think it is safe to say that all three Prairie Provinces are now fully engaged and are providing leadership in attracting and retaining immigrants to this region.

Momentum is growing and I believe that the region is well on its way to benefiting from its fair share of immigration to Canada and, perhaps soon, even more than its fair share.
Please note: The 2005 data listed above are provisional and subject to change.  
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