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Three subclasses of verbs of negative causation Search string: [verb] [a*]|[d*]|[n*]I{p*] 1 to 5 words [vZg"]
* Verbs of barriers or obstacles take the from-less variant in various degrees
* Verbs of prohibition are intermediate in the from to from-less shift
Verb(ing)s in the complement of prevent Verb(ing)s in the complement of stop o : : : : o o _ . . o
(frequencies) (frequencies) Not:/egvojd?:al‘r:lim?er: Interaction retain the from variant ® The statistical distribution of the two complement variants in British
_ . : _ English reveals three subclasses of verbs of negative causation
e, = = = AT = ® The from-less variant is expanding in verbs of barriers or obstacles
L0 passive JENEE b pesl: I (e passive | IE NI S Asymmetries in causation types (Talmy, 1976; Croft, 1991) and three subclasses of verbs which do express physical causation; verbs of occurrence and being
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become L7 | Become % get ScCI 37 passives produce a physical causation type. On the other hand, verb
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p | 61 = S . subclasses which necessitate mental endpoints or intentional initiators
take 44 enter 49 take 49 take i/ Physical causation physical g physica' retain the f rom variant.
2l i 40 48 fal el 12 | " T RN (O ® Causation types are applied to the verb subclasses, rather than a direct
reach 36 go 45 come 43 make 12 L . - . . . .
e T s = = S = Volitionalcausation mental == physical ot semantic divergence between the two variants, such as hypothetical or
happen 29 reach 41 move 27 move 10 Affective causation  physical ST Prohibition realized (Sellgren, 2010), indirect or direct means (Dixon, 1991)
sl 2 il = LIS L ) : Human interaction ® American English is resisting the change to the from-less variant
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