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GENRE AS SOCIAL ACTION 

•  S. Miller (1984) described genre as a rhetorical 
action that recurs within a social setting 

•  The sharing of meaning is intersubjective and 
negotiated through discourse among the 
group—again, perhaps FEC meetings to rank 
professors might be a useful example; journal 
article reviewers perform a similar function 
through their reviews of manuscripts 

•  These shared discourses form into typical types 
of documents (genres) 



DISCOURSE COMMUNITIES 

•  Swales (1991) developed the concept of 
discourse communities to explain the purposes 
within documents 

•  His concept of rhetorical “moves” within 
documents—such as “establish a research 
territory”—leads to one method for establishing 
the typical purposes or communicative aims for 
a document 

•  Manuscript reviewers for journals form into 
discourse communities for example  



GENRE SETS 

•  Genres typically do not occur alone but 
instead as part of a set of social actions within 
a group 

•  The research article is one of a set of genres: a 
poster,  a chapter in a dissertation, a research 
grant, research grant reports, peer review 
documents 



From Poster to Article 

  Explico: to unfold, unroll, explain  

  IMRAD: these are the sections of the article 

  Expand the parallel sections from your poster 
into paragraphs 

http://www.latinwordlist.com/latin-words/explico-10174089.htm 



Introduction 

http://www.mcgill.ca/files/engineering/SURE2009_MECHANICAL_KGoyette.pdf 



http://www.mece.ualberta.ca/groups/combustion/wall%20posters%20pdf/auto21_2007.jpg 





Solution 

http://www.ualberta.ca/~vehring/PE%20Page/Conference%20Files/RDD%202011%20poster%20Performance%20Advantages%20 
of%20Pearl%20Cosuspension%20Formulation%20Technology%20for%20Manufacturing%20of%20Metered-Dose%20Inhalers.pdf 



http://www.ualberta.ca/~vehring/PE%20Page/Conference%20Files/AAPS%202003a%20 
poster%20Novel%20Experimental%20 
Method%20Indicates%20Proteins%20and%20Peptides%20Are%20 
Protected%20from%20High%20Gas%20Temperatures%20During%20Spray%20Drying.pdf 





  What needs to be added to make the poster 
introduction into an article introduction? 



  What needs to be added to your poster 
introduction to make it into a journal article 
introduction? 



Gap 

  Establishes that a problem exists 

  Provides motivation for the proposed study 
by implying the gap needs to be filled 



Pointing out a gap in literature 

“Particularly worrisome has been the increase in 
adolescent gang membership. A subset of the 
offending population, estimated at 68% of 
institutionalized youth, are affiliated with a gang, yet 
little research has been done to distinguish gang 
members from other types of young offenders 
(Kratcoski &Kratcoski, 1996); Richter-White, 2003). It 
may be that young people are turning to gangs for 
protection from other gangs, as a way to gain 
respect, to escape from troubled homes, because 
their friends are doing it, peer pressure, or as a way to 
earn a living through drug trafficking, illegal weapons 
sales, robbery, and theft (Lloyd, 2002). However, the 
reasons why adolescents choose to join a gang 
remain understudied with no clear answers.  

–Nicole Kostiuk, Attachment in Incarcerated 
Adolescent Gang Members, 2007. 



The problem: waste 

 Additionally, the various purification treatments 
involved in the separation process produce 
waste in turn. This waste includes ceramic 
residues and colored glass fragments that are 
usually separated from the glass cullet by 
optoelectronic equipment. This fraction of 
colored glass is usually sent to a landfill, except 
in the North of Italy where it is further treated by 
purification processes. 



The solution: recycle 

  The objective of this paper is to investigate a 
new application of matt waste in the 
construction industry by exploiting its activity as 
filler for self-compacting concrete and as a 
partial Portland cement replacement (up to 
50%) for newly blended cement. 



What is your problem?  
Your solution? 

  What is the objective of your paper? 

  State it in one sentence. 





http://www.mece.ualberta.ca/groups/combustion/papers%20pdf/ 
Checkel_Paitoon_HeptaneAutoIgnition_final2.pdf 



  Despite numerous in vivo (Bennett &Zeman,2005; 
Giacomelli-Maltoni etal.,1972; Heyder &Rudolf,1977; Heyder et al.,1986; 
Hounam etal.,1969; Hounam etal.,1971; Keck etal.,2000; Kesavanathan 
etal.,1998; Kesavanathan &Swift, 1998; Landahl &Black,1947; Landahl 
&Tracewell,1949; Lippmann, 1970; Pattle, 1961; Rasmussen etal.,1990, 
2000; Wiesmiller etal.,2003), in vitro (Dai etal.,2007; Garcia, 2009; 
Guilmette etal.,1994; Itoh etal.,1985; Kelly etal.,2004; Kelly etal.,2005; 
Swift, 1991; Swift &Kesavanathan,1996; Yeh etal.,1997; Zwartz 

&Guilmette,2001), computational fluid dynamics(CFD)
(Kimbell, 2006; Liu, Matida,Gu,&Johnson,2007; Liu etal.,2009; Liu etal.,2010; Shi 

etal.,2007; Wang etal.,2009), and theoretical modeling 
(Cheng etal.,1991; Scott etal.,1978; Yu etal.,1981) studies on 
deposition of micrometer-sized particles that 
give correlations including airway dimensions 
and flow patterns to predict deposition of 
micrometer-sized particles in nasal airways of 
adults, only a few studies have focused on 
children. 

Golshahi, L. Noga M. L., Thompson, R. B., and Finlay W.H. "In vitro deposition measurement of inhaled micrometer-sized particles  
in nasal airways of children and adolescents during nose breathing", J. Aerosol Sci. 42:447-488, 2011. 



Methods: Description, detail, 
specifics 

  How is the methods section of your poster 
organized? 

  What level of description does your poster 
provide about the methods used? 

  Do the authors cite other research articles in this 
section? 

  Can you include tables and graphs in this 
section to illustrate/provide details about your 
method? 







Golshahi, L. Noga M. L., Thompson, R. B., and Finlay W.H. "In vitro deposition measurement of inhaled micrometer-sized particles  
in nasal airways of children and adolescents during nose breathing", J. Aerosol Sci. 42:447-488, 2011. 



Results 

  On your poster did you present graphs and 
tables in this section? 

  Did you summarize and describe? 

  Did you present arguments to explain the data? 

  Did you cite other research articles in this 
section? 





Golshahi, L. Noga M. L., Thompson, R. B., and Finlay W.H. "In vitro deposition measurement of inhaled micrometer-sized particles  
in nasal airways of children and adolescents during nose breathing", J. Aerosol Sci. 42:447-488, 2011. 



Golshahi, L. Noga M. L., Thompson, R. B., and Finlay W.H. "In vitro deposition measurement of inhaled micrometer-sized particles  
in nasal airways of children and adolescents during nose breathing", J. Aerosol Sci. 42:447-488, 2011. 



Discussion 

  Do the authors present visual evidence in this 
section? 

  Do the tables and graphs present arguments in 
favor of how to interpret the data? 

  Do you present arguments that tell you how to 
interpret their results? 

  Do you cite other research? 



Golshahi, L. Noga M. L., Thompson, R. B., and Finlay W.H. "In vitro deposition measurement of inhaled micrometer-sized particles  
in nasal airways of children and adolescents during nose breathing", J. Aerosol Sci. 42:447-488, 2011. 



References 

  How many? 

  What kind? 


