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The writing process 
Getting started 
  Explore the assignment  
  Make rough notes 
  Pick a tentative topic 
Getting feedback 
  Make an appointment at a writing centre 
  Get feedback on your draft/revise 
Revising 
  Work on style and lower order concerns 
  Proofread, consult checklist for assignment 

Today 



Explore assignment 

Research, planning Drafting, reviewing 

Drafting, revising, editing 



Your assignment 
  Explore the implications of Interprofessional 

Collaboration for the nursing profession and make 
recommendations for the future 

  What is the present state? Are there any? What status are 
these collaborations? 



Exploring the prompt 
  Choose either Principle 2 (Population Health Approach) 

or Principle 3 (Quality Care and Service) 
  Describe two or three implications for the nursing 

profession (Scope of practice) 
  For each implication, make at least two recommendations 

that will improve interprofessional collaboration in 
nursing (4-6 recommendations total) 



The fine print 
  4 pages 
  Abstract and headings required 
  APA 5th or 6th 
  30% of grade; late = 10% penalty/day 
  See Course Outline for grading criteria (p. 11) 
  Cite 6 sources from 2006-2011; 50% of sources should be 

primary; 50% should be nursing sources (3 of 6; 4 of 8; 5 
of 10) 



Exploring the prompt 2 
Population Health Approach 
  Using assessments of the demographics and health status 

of a community will ensure the relevance of health 
services, including the identification of appropriate health 
professions. Trends in the health of the population are 
tracked to assess the impact of the services offered. 

  Framework:  
PHA is “consistent and rational”; what is currently 
inconsistent or irrational? 
PHA focuses on “tailored” and “holistic” care; are these 
terms in tension with “consistent” and “targeted” 
treatment plans? 



Exploring the prompt 2 
Quality Care and Services (aka Best Possible Care) 
  Health professionals work together to identify and assess 

research evidence as a basis for identifying treatment and 
management of health problems. Health outcomes are 
continuously evaluated to track the effectiveness and 
appropriateness of services.  

  Framework:  
Use “results of research”—what counts as research here? 
Epidemiological studies? Interviews with patients? 
Continuous evaluation requires time and money that 
could be spent on other priorities 



Overall Implications 
  If IC requires infrastructure and IT, what kinds are needed 

and how will they be used? 
  If IC requires access to electronic health records, who 

decides how much access each member of the 
collaborative team gets? 

  If IC requires measures of performance of IC practices 
based on research and “surveillance,” who does the 
research? What kinds of research count? Who does the 
spying/observing? 

  Nurses need to be able to do research 
  Nurses need to be able to use technology to access 

records 



Implications for Pop. Health Approach 
(based on the “Framework”) 

  PHA: Nurses need to be able to conduct research to 
assess health needs in a community 

  PHA: Nurses need to possess an overview of the 
“continuum of care” in order to place a patient within it 

Recommendations: 
1.  IC programs sponsor quarterly research events at 

which participants share what they have read in the last 
year and offer to answer questions about those studies. 

2.  IC programs . . . 



Implications for Quality Care and 
Services (based on the “Framework”) 

QCS/BPC: 
   Nurses need to be able to read research and translate 

findings into practices within the context of their 
community 

Recommendations: 
1.  Nurses will need access to research studies to translate 

those findings, so IC programs need to provide that 
access. 

2.  Second, . . . 



A sample thesis statement 

According to new approaches in pain 
management, nurses must obtain three 
kinds of knowledge if they are to 
respond effectively to a patient’s pain: 
knowledge of self, knowledge of pain, and 
knowledge of standards of care. 

[original/passive voice] New approaches to pain 
management stress three kinds of knowledge for nurses 
to obtain if they are to respond effectively to a patient’s 
pain: knowledge of self, knowledge of pain, and knowledge 
of standards of care.1 

www.mbon.org/practice/pain_management.pdf  

Specific 
Manageable 
Interesting 



Sample thesis—implied argument 
This paper looks at seniors living alone following the death 

of a spouse and will examine five nursing interventions 
that meets those specific needs. [descriptive statement] 

1.  Support groups 
2.  Financial assistance counseling/advice 
3.  Psychological counseling 
4.  Senior hotline 
5. Activities/cards/ 
6.  Friend and family support 

Specific 
Manageable 
Interesting 



Thesis statement: Pop. Health Approach 
  Interprofessional Collaborations that apply the Population 

Health Approach principle require nurses to adjust their 
practices to include time to read, translate, and apply 
research findings to their work. This new demand has 
several implications for the scope of nursing practice.  

  More specific: 

  More manageable (tighter scope): 

  More interesting: 

Specific 
Manageable 
Interesting 



Organizing your paper 
Abstract 
Title 
[introduction with thesis statement—no subtitle for this 

section] 
Body   

Conclusion 



Getting organized: Introduction 
  Thesis: 
  What else can we say in the intro? 



Getting organized: Body 



Drafting/Revising 
  Get a “trusted reader” to get feedback 
  Consider using other students in the course or the 

writing centre for this 
  Ask readers to read for specific purposes: thesis, 

structure, transitions, development of a particular 
paragraph or idea 



Don’t hand in a first draft 
Towards the due date (Oct. 3), switch your focus from 

 higher-order concerns (arrangement, arguments, 
evidence, research) to  

lower-order concerns: proofreading, grammar, citation 
format, grammar/spelling 


