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The writing process: 3 keys to 
success 

Getting started 

  Explore the assignment  

  Make rough notes 

  Pick a tentative topic 

Getting feedback 

  Make an appointment at the centre for writers   

  Get feedback on your draft/revise 

Revising 

  Work on style and lower order concerns 

  Proofread, consult checklist for assignment 



The audience
❦  Instructor’s background? 

❦  Scholarly audience—what does this mean? 

❦  What evidence counts in this course? 

BPH, p. 
6-7 



Note the verbs: Critical analysis
  Analyze 

  Critically analyze 

  Historically analyze 

  Assess 

  Debate 

  Evaluate 

  Identify 

What do these terms  
mean to you? 

LPH, 
p. 17 



Your verbs 

❦  Deepening 

❦  Learning 

❦  Communicating 

❦  Exploring 



Strategies for generating topic 
ideas 

❦  Ask questions 

❦  Freewrite 

❦  Brainstorm 

❦  Idea maps 

❦  Respond to readings 

❦  Talk & listen 

❦  blog 

BPH, p. 
7-16 



From topic to thesis 

❦  Translate that topic into a thesis by stating what your 
attitude is to that topic 

❦  Sheepherding lessons provide benefits beyond the 
immediate purpose of gathering and moving stock 
because the same commands used in the field help 
control and discipline dogs at home and in public 
places. 

❦  University instructors should not focus exclusively on 
grammatical error in student writing because 
grammatical correctness does not help those 
students master the middle class dialect of English 
valued in business and at university. 



Informal Argument and Academic 
Writing 

Claim  Link (because)  Reason 

Challenges  

(How, So what, Why?) 

Evidence 

(Data, Statistics, Expert opinion, 
Visuals, Other studies, etc. [What 
counts is often discipline‐speciCic]) 



Thesis statements 

❦  Specific 

❦  Manageable 

❦  Interesting. 

BPH, p. 
14-16 

LPH, p. 
18-19 



A sample thesis statement 

www.mbon.org/practice/pain_management.pdf  

❦  The University of Alberta should revise its student 
code of behaviour documents to remove language 
of the criminal justice system--including because by 
using that langauge the University creates a needless 
opposition between the student body and the 
administration. 

❦  Academic integrity documents should not justify their 
existence by claiming to prevent students from 
obtaining “unearned academic advantage over 
others and to ensure that all students are evaluated 
fairly” because students from upper and upper-
middle class backgrounds possess exactly that kind of 
advantage through their familiarity with the dominant 
dialect of English spoken and written at university. 



Claims and Assumptions
•  Claim + stated reason rest upon an unstated 

reason 

•  Both the stated and unstated reasons rely on 
shared assumptions of value between the writer 
and the reader 

•  Evidence demonstrates the validity of the stated or 
unstated reasons 

•  When values are shared, less evidence is needed 
to convince the reader 



Getting organized 

  Thesis= main claim, argument 
The absence of traditional social hierarchies in this time and place, 
combined with the fuel of easy money and masculinity, 
accounted for this new conception of leisure. 

  Body: subsidiary claims 

1.  Free enterprise capitalism in the Klondike contributed to a dominant 
ideological stance that valued the free choice of the individual to 
pursue whatever leisure activities they wanted—including gambling, 
drinking to excess, and womanizing—with few, if any, restraints.  

2.  Leisure in the Klondike boomtown created and enforced a 
particular kind of masculinity in contrast to the “rational recreation” 
of more established cities and towns in the Northwest.  



Body—Part 1 

  Free enterprise capitalism in the Klondike contributed to 
a dominant ideological stance that valued the free 
choice of the individual to pursue whatever leisure 
activities they wanted—including gambling, drinking to 
excess, and womanizing—with few, if any, restraints. 

Implied in this claim is the structure (order) of the next 
part of the essay: 

1.  A section or paragraph on gambling 

2.  A section or paragraph on drinking to excess 

3.  A section or paragraph on womanizing/sexual 
debauchery  



Keys to success 

❦  Get started 

❦  Read some articles 

❦  Summarize the articles 

❦  Get a working thesis 

❦  Put an outline together 

❦  Get someone to read your draft 

❦  Revise 


