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Methods that work to improve 
writing quality

1. Direct instruction (.80 effect size) 

2. Peer assistance (.75) 

3. Setting product goals (.70) 

4. Process approach (.32; .80 done well) 



The writing process 
Getting started 

 Explore the assignment  

 Make rough notes 

 Pick a tentative topic 

Getting feedback 

 Make an appointment at a writing centre 

 Get feedback on your draft/revise 

Revising 

 Work on style and lower order concerns 

 Proofread, consult checklist for assignment 

Today 



NOTE THE VERBS: WHAT MAKES IT 
SCHOLARLY?

#1 

  Consider 

  Argue 

  Define 

#3 

  Take a position 

  Identify 

  Compare/contrast 

#2 

  Argue 

  Discuss 

  Demonstrate 

  Explain 

What do these terms  
mean to you? 



Verbs 

 Consider one or two themes 

 Define the concept of East Asia 

 Consider competing concepts or names to describe the 
area 



 Invention: Generate ideas

East Asia components? 



Working (not final) thesis 
Topic East Asia category 

Researchable 
question 

“Is East Asia a coherent unit?”  

Working 
thesis 

While there are no end to discrepancies 
and irregularities associated with the term 
East Asia, it nevertheless functions as a 
useful macro-view term to describe the 
economies and cultures of people living in 
western Pacific Rim nations. 



Working (not final) thesis 
Topic Impact of China in other regions 

Researchable 
question 

“How far did China’s impact reach into other 
regions?”  

Working 
thesis 

China has had a profound impact on all 
regions within East Asia both directly, 
through trade and cultural exchange, and 
indirectly, through a policy of military non-
aggression.  

Kang, D. C. (2007). China rising: peace, power, and order in East Asia. 



Working (not final) thesis 
Topic Legalism and Confucianism 

Researchable 
question 

“Are legalism and Confucianism two distinct 
ideologies?”  

Working 
thesis 

Yes. 

While legalism and Confucianism 
represent two distinct ways of 
approaching the problem of how to 
govern China, in practice the two systems 
are often combined to some degree. 

Zhou, Haiwen , Confucianism and the Legalism: A Model of the National Strategy of Governance in 
 Ancient China (2011). Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1916469 



Informal Argument and 
Academic Writing 

  Ex..While a lack of voting suggests problems within a democratic society, it should not be confused with a lack of political participation because political participation is a broad category that 
includes, among other things, voting. 

Claim  Link (because)  Reason 

Challenges  

(How, So what, Why?) 

Evidence 

(Data, Statistics, Expert opinion, 
Visuals, Other studies, etc. [What 
counts is often discipline‐speciCic]) 



Your argument



A claim in 3 parts
  Using examples drawn from Canada, Spain, and India, I 

argue that national identity is a flawed concept that 
nevertheless works because it allows groups of people to 
organize themselves and negotiate their differences 
relatively peacefully. 

  Example/evidence: Canada 

  Example/evidence: Spain 

  Example/evidence: India 

 Conclusion 



Develop the claim 
  While there are no end to 

discrepancies and irregularities 
associated with the term East 
Asia, it nevertheless functions as a 
useful macro-view term to 
describe the economies and 
cultures of people living in 
western Pacific Rim nations. 

1.  Definition of East Asia 
(components) 

2.  Why it works as a term 
(accurate desc. of culture 
and of economics) 

3.  Differences it obscures 
(Japan vrs SE Asia 
economies) 



Sub-claims 
1.  Definition of East Asia 

(components) 

2.  Why it works as a term 
(accurate desc. of culture 
and of economics) 

3.  Differences it obscures 
(Japan vrs SE Asia 
economies) 

1.  EA, while primarily a 
geopolitical term, also 
captures the economic 
sense of the region 
because . . . 

2.  EA, to a large extent, 
describes this region 
accurately and extensively 
because . . . 

3.  No term is completely 
accurate because the 
cultural and economic 
activity of the region is so 
varied. 



Topic sentence + evidence 
  No term is completely 

accurate because the 
cultural and economic 
activity of the region is so 
varied. 

  Japan: isolated culturally; 
stagnated economically 

  Vietnam: opening up 
culturally; economically 
undergoing rapid growth 

  North Korea: closed 
culturally and politically; an 
economic disaster 

  China: driver of world 
economic growth; evolving 
politically 

CAUTION 
I HAVE NO 

IDEA IF THIS IS 
TRUE 



THE AUDIENCE?
 You are writing for an academic 

audience. So, your writing should show 
your level of understanding of the core 
concepts 

What do we know about academic 
audiences?  

 Values research and evidence from 
credible sources: what does your instructor 
think is credible? What is not credible? 

 What evidence counts in this essay?  



Evidence in this essay 
  References to the textbook, sources provided in 

course readings 

  Textual evidence—what does that include? 

 Non-anonymous sources: do papers by 
organizations count? 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/stevegarfield/2255698240/ 



Don’t hand in a first draft 
Towards the due date, switch your focus from 

 higher-order concerns (arrangement, arguments, evidence) to  

lower-order concerns: proofreading, grammar, citation format, 
grammar/spelling 



Drafting/Revising 
 Get a “trusted reader” to get feedback 

 Consider using other students in the course or the writing centre 
for this 

 Ask readers to read for specific purposes: thesis, structure, 
transitions, development of a particular paragraph or idea 



Centre for Writers

http://www.c4w.arts.ualberta.ca/ 


