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Getting started 
  Explore the assignment  
  Make rough notes 
  Pick a tentative topic 
Getting feedback 
  Make an appointment at a writing centre 
  Get feedback on your draft/revise 
Revising 
  Work on style and lower order concerns 
  Proofread, consult checklist for assignment 

Today 



  A study of the person of Jesus as depicted by 
one of the canonical Gospels, with 
commentary (1) on what the evangelist is 
conveying about Jesus, and (2) on what might 
have influenced the evangelist as he 
developed his Gospel (i.e., cultural, social, 
political factors, etc.). 



Grading of the essay will be based on a number 
of criteria, including how well the author:  

  (a) synthesizes information,  
  (b) demonstrates an understanding of the 

topic,  
  (c) organizes the material to emphasize key 

points,  
  (d) accesses and utilizes information and  
  (e) utilizes good grammar, punctuation, 

spelling and appropriate references to 
sources.  



  Recourse to sources other than the required 
course text is expected 

  Internet research, while speedy and efficient, 
can be very risky, since the number of 
academically dubious sites far outstrips the 
reliable ones. If in doubt, consult me before 
utilizing an Internet source.  



Ex. [this study] will be a unique scholarly contribution because very few studies 
genuinely combine oral history and the documentary record. 

Claim  Link (because)  Reason 

Challenges  

(How, So what, Why?) 

Evidence 

(Data, Statistics, Expert opinion, 
Visuals, Other studies, etc. [What 
counts is often discipline‐speciCic]) 



Topic Homelessness in Edmonton 

Researchable 
question 

“What programs and policies are effective in 
preventing homelessness in Edmonton?”  

Working 
thesis 

A solution to the complex problem of 
homelessness demands sophisticated 
solutions that include three dimensions: 
affordable housing; enough money to 
cover basic living expenses; and access to 
social services (Shelter House 2011). 

http://www.shelterhouse.on.ca/article/solutions-146.asp 



Topic A study of the person of Jesus as 
depicted by one of the canonical 
Gospels,  

Researchable 
question 

“How did one of the evangelists depict Jesus and what 
influenced that evangelist?”  

Working 
thesis 

http://www.shelterhouse.on.ca/article/solutions-146.asp 





  Political factors: 
  Cultural factors: 
  Social factors: 





  Introduction 
  Social influences on Mark’s Jesus 
  Cultural influences on Mark’s  Jesus 
  Political influences on Mark’s  Jesus 



  Introduction (LPH 6c/BPH 2, 10-13) 
  Thesis (LPH 4b/BPH 2d, 10-13) 
  Organization (LPH 5a/BPH 10-13) 
  Sources (LPH 10, 11, 12/BPH 17-28) 
  Standard Edited English  (LPH Part 

5 and 6/BPH Parts 8, 9, 10) 



  Audience (LPH 1a,b/BPH 1b, c) 
  Purpose (LPH 1d/BPH 1e) 
  Argument (BPH 9c) 
  Style (LPH Part 4/BPH Part 7) 
  Tone (LPH 22/BPH 32) 



  Connections between sentences (LPH 6d, 21b/
BPH 3e, 31b) 

  Wordiness (LPH 20b/BPH 30) 
  Active verbs vrs. “to be” verbs (LPH 19a/BPH 

29b) 
  Attitude: adjectives and adverbs (LPH 28/BPH 

29e) 
  Specific language (LPH 22d/BPH 32) 
  Inclusive language (LPH 22e/BPH 33) 



  Get a “trusted reader” to get feedback 
  Consider using other students in the course or the 

writing centre for this 
  Ask readers to read for specific purposes: thesis, 

structure, transitions, development of a particular 
paragraph or idea 



Towards the due date, switch your focus from 

 higher-order concerns (arrangement, arguments, 
evidence) to  

lower-order concerns: proofreading, grammar, citation 
format, grammar/spelling 


