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THE WRITING PROCESS 
Getting started 
§  Explore the assignment  
§  Make rough notes 
§  Pick a tentative topic 
Getting feedback 
§  Make an appointment at a writing centre 
§  Get feedback on your draft/revise 
Revising 
§  Work on style and lower order concerns 
§  Proofread, consult checklist for assignment 

Today 



YOUR ASSIGNMENTS 

Proposal: 

1.  Title 

2.  Working definition of  “sustainable design” 

3.  General area of research 

4.  Specific focus of research 

5.  Framework for analysis (social, economic, political, cultural?) 

6.  Theoretical tools used in analysis (from course readings, class 
discussions) 



TOPIC AND FOCUS: THESIS STATEMENTS 

General 

�  Richard Buckminster Fuller’s Sustainable Design and Design Theory” 

Specific 

�  RBF design in the 1930s: a sustainable alternative? 



FORMULATE A RESEARCH QUESTION 

�  WHAT has already been said about your topic? [What does the 
literature tell you about it and what questions does it leave 
unanswered?]  

�  WHAT are you interested in researching and 

�  WHAT question are you trying to understand?  



SAMPLE RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

�  “How is sustainable design changing furniture design today?”  

http://www.steelcase.com/en/products/category/seating/task/think/Pages/overview.aspx 



THE PROPOSAL GENRE 

�  Problem  

�  Solution 

�  Plan of action 

�  Introduction 

�  Definition (what is the 
problem?) 

�  Background/Literature review 
(what have others said about 
the issue?) 

�  Recommendation (what 
solution do you propose?) 

�  Work plan (how will you 
implement the solution?) 

Description of topic 
 
 
Summary of reading in  
annotated bibliography 
 
 
Proposed study/research 
you will conduct 
 
Annotated bibliography 



WORKING DEFINITION OF “SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN” 

What are the components of such a definition? 

�  Shifts human behaviour 

�  Uses renewable resources 

�  Uses durable materials 

�  Uses less energy in manufacturing and in use 

�  Assessment of impact 



WORKING (NOT FINAL) THESIS 
Topic Ideology and office furniture 

Researchable 
question 

“What ideas from sustainable design have made their 
way into the design of office furniture today?”  

Working 
thesis 

Companies like Steelcase advertise 
products such as the new Think chair by 
linking it directly to sustainability through 
the use of recycled materials in 
production to considering how it will be 
disposed of.  These products show the way 
to a sustainable future and point to ways 
that we can use design to improve the 
world. 



INFORMAL ARGUMENT AND 
ACADEMIC WRITING 

Claim	   Link	  (because)	   Reason	  

Challenges	  	  
 
(How,	  So	  what,	  Why?) 

Evidence	  
 
(Data,	  Statistics,	  Expert	  opinion,	  
Visuals,	  Other	  studies,	  etc.	  [What	  
counts	  is	  often	  discipline-‐speciCic]) 
 



FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSIS  

What is the framework for analysis that we might use for this topic? 

�  social  

�  economic  

�  political 

�  cultural 



THEORETICAL TOOLS USED IN ANALYSIS  

�  What theoretical tools might we use to analyse this topic? 



DEVELOPING A PLAN FOR THE ESSAY 

�  Title:  Think forward: Sustainable design in the 21st century workplace 

�  Introduction: define SD; sketch history of it by linking to readings in 
class; end with problem of translating these ideas into practical office 
furniture 

�  Main sections: must identify historical context; must use theories 
discussed in course 



DRAFTING/REVISING 
�  Get a “trusted reader” to get feedback 

�  Consider using other students in the course or the writing centre for this 

�  Ask readers to read for specific purposes: thesis, structure, transitions, 
development of a particular paragraph or idea 



DON’T HAND IN A FIRST DRAFT 
Towards the due date, switch your focus from 

 

 higher-order concerns (arrangement, arguments, evidence) to  

 

lower-order concerns: proofreading, grammar, citation format, grammar/
spelling 


