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The writing process 
Getting started 
  Explore the assignment  
  Make rough notes 
  Pick a tentative topic 
Getting feedback 
  Make an appointment at a writing centre 
  Get feedback on your draft/revise 
Revising 
  Work on style and lower order concerns 
  Proofread, consult checklist for assignment 

Today 



Purpose/goal 
Write a four page paper, excluding cover page and 

references, informing the reader of your position on the 
following proposition: 

  “The use of point-of-care technology in clinical nursing 
practice creates a barrier in developing an effective 
therapeutic relationship between the nurse and the 
client.” 



Points to ponder/consider  
  Is technology a gift to nursing? Why or why not? 
  In what ways might the use of technology impact nurses’ 

effectiveness in integrating evidence-based practice? 
  How might clients be impacted by the use of technology?  
  What influencing factors could affect how a client 

perceives the use of technology? 
  What ethical issues might arise from the use of 

technology? How do these issues relate the Code of 
Ethics for Registered Nurses?  



Take a position 
  Agree   Disagree 



Exploratory paper questions 
Topic Nursing and technology 

Researchable 
question 

On the whole, has point of care technology 
improved the delivery of nursing care in the 
last 20 years?  

 Your position Point of care technologies that enable nurses 
access to patient records and second 
opinions from the patient’s room convey 
great benefits and enhance the patient’s sense 
of being well-looked after. 



Organizing your paper 
  Cover page:  use your student ID number 
  Abstract? 
  Introduction: background information, a clear statement 

of your thesis, a statement of aim/purpose of your paper 
and a description of how the paper will unfold based on 
the evidence you will provide;  

  a description of how you have narrowed the topic and 
definitions specific to your topic area   

  Conclusion: Summary of key points in body; connect to 
thesis, relate to the evidence you provided 



In what ways might the use of 
technology impact nurses’ effectiveness 
in integrating evidence-based practice? 



How might clients be impacted by the 
use of technology?  



What influencing factors could affect 
how a client perceives the use of 
technology? 



What ethical issues might arise from 
the use of technology? [relate to the 
Code of Ethics for Registered Nurses] 



Drafting/Revising 
  Get a “trusted reader” to get feedback 
  Consider using other students in the course or the 

writing centre for this 
  Ask readers to read for specific purposes: thesis, 

structure, transitions, development of a particular 
paragraph or idea 



Don’t hand in a first draft 
Towards the due date, switch your focus from 

 higher-order concerns (arrangement, arguments, 
evidence) to  

lower-order concerns: proofreading, grammar, citation 
format, grammar/spelling 


