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Who am I? 

http://www.ualberta.ca/~graves1/ 



Grammar 
  Native dialect 

  Linguistic grammar—scientific study of  language 

  Linguistic etiquette—usage 

  School grammar 

  Stylistic grammar 



Grammar & writing 
  By age 5, kids know 95% of  the grammar of  the 

dialect they are raised in 

  Native speakers learn grammar through practice, 
not rules in books 

  Written discourse enforces rules that are distinct 
from speech 

  English has different dialects (varieties) and 
different registers (levels of  formality); each has its 
own rules 



Stanford Study of  Student 
Writers 

  As Facebook, Twitter and the internet change how 
we communicate, how does that effect literacy? 
Andrea Lunsford the director of  writing and rhetoric 
at Stanford University shares her findings. 



  [T]his recent study didn’t turn up any significant 
interference from internet lingo—no IMHOs, no 
LOLs, no 2nites, no smileys. Apparently, by the time 
many, many students get to college, they have a 
pretty good sense of  what’s appropriate: at the very 
least, they know the difference between a Facebook 
friend and a college professor.  

 Our Semi-literate Youth? Not So Fast  
By Andrea A. Lunsford 
http://www.stanford.edu/group/ssw/cgi-bin/materials/ 
OPED_Our_Semi-Literate_Youth.pdf   



Texts and images 



Speaking for itself  

If  the picture 
speaks for 
itself, then 
why do we 

have 
captions? 

http://digital.edmontonjournal.com/epaper/viewer.aspx, Oct. 22 2008 



Visual explanations 



New technologies, new 
students 

  Texts and images interact 
in complex ways 

  For our students, however, 
there has always been a 
WWW, people have always 
had cell phones 

www.ci.yuma.az.us/ news_1939.htm 



Digital natives/net generation 

  Want to learn skills explicitly 

  These students assert that it 
is not enough to trust that 
writing abilities will be 
developed tacitly 

  NSSE –focus on engagement, 
active learning 

http://coe.sdsu.edu/eet/articles/digitalnatives/
index.htm 



We’re turtles, they’re hares 

http://coe.sdsu.edu/eet/articles/digitalnatives/index.htm 



What does it all add up to? 
  Writing pedagogy 

intersects with these 
new students and the 
new demands for 
interactive or engaged 
learning 

  Writing as new media—
blogs, MySpace, MSN 

  Graphic novels 



Hot Text 
  Writing for the web 

remediates (Bolter and 
Grusin’s term) writing in print 

  Images are seen as 
“authentic” and “immediate” 

  The look/interface of  print 
newspapers has been 
changed by the advent of  
web-based versions of  the 
same paper 



Where are we now? 
  Text/image is the norm, not the exception 

  Students(as writers) need to design information, 
not just word-process essays/documents 

  Interface design (visual design) affects whether or 
not documents get read and how well they are 
understood 

design design design 



Paper and online remediate 
each other 

Online Print 



Edmonton Journal 
Web 

Digital 


