ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF GERMAN

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday, November 6, 2004 

Vintage Room - Sutton Place Hotel, Edmonton

The meeting was called to order at 10:40 a.m.

Present: Norman Zweifel, Hannah Noerenberg, Brigitte Werner, Jutta McAdam, Edmund Borschel, Mary Magdalene Shaw, Heide Doppmeier, Roswitha Heidorn-Knoefel, Evelyn Wieler, Thomas Elbel, Sandra Hoenle, Eric Larsen, Martin Brinkmann, Cameron Archer, Mike Ettrich, Elisabeth Gammie, Eckhard Strelau, Dorothea Cooney.

1. President’s Report

Norman gave an account of the year in review as per attached report. Moved by: Sandra Hoehnle/ Brigitte Werner. Passed.

(A written copy of the President’s report has not been received by the Secretary.)

2. Treasurer’s Report

The current bank balance is $2631.94. There a few minor outstanding bills. A written statement will be attached to the minutes.

The AATG German Teacher Professional Development Bursary in the amount of $ 250/year was mentioned. Applicants must be paid-up members of the AATG. Brigitte encouraged attendees to submit their $10 annual membership. The nature of the bursary was further explained. It was also explained that the operating account is separate from the bursary account, and that donations are required to keep the fund going for more than a few years.

Edmund Borschel, the new German Consultant with Alberta Learning, was introduced to the membership and guests.

Members and guests introduced themselves as well.

New Business:

1. Two guests from Germany, who are looking for a partner class in Canada, were introduced to members and guests. They are looking for a partner class in high school. 

2. Revised Constitution

Hannah Noerenberg explained the relationship of the AATG (a Special Interest Group – SIG) of the ISLC (specialist council of the ATA) and CATG – the Canadian Association of Teachers of German. The teachers of the Sprachschulen are members of KVDS as well as CATG. Membership dues are paid by the AATG (and likely the KVDS) to CATG. So, Sprachschullehrer would also be entitled to belong to the AATG.

Norman proposed changes to the constitution that would make our work easier and reflect what has been happening de facto for some years. There has been a separate officer for the post of Treasurer and that of Secretary. So, the office of Secretary and Treasurer does not have to be combined. Further, non-ATA members may fill any position in the executive except that of President. 

Acceptance of the proposed changes was moved by Hannah and seconded by Roswitha Knoefel. Passed.

3. New Executive

Hannah handed out a list of the duties of members of the executive. A new executive was sought. Traditionally, the executive has moved between Edmonton and Calgary every two years. However, the executive has been in Edmonton for the last six years.

Nominations were sought. Heide Doppmeier and Dr. Sandra Hoenle from Calgary accepted to be co-presidents. A secretary has yet to be found. Moved by Unknown/Jutta. Passed.

Brigitte volunteered to continue as treasurer, Jutta will continue to be chair of the AATG Bursary Committee, and Doreen Kuschminder will, with some help from Chris Karner, administer the Essay Writing Contest. 

Norman encouraged more participation by high school students in the Travel Contest, as Alberta may no longer be awarded a travel bursary if participation rates do not increase. 
4. Books for Sale

Eckhard Strelau has class sets of Komm mit for sale. An interested party was found among the members.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

Submitted by

Jutta McAdam

Secretary

NOTE: To the best my knowledge the question of whether non-ATA members may be members of the AATG has not been clarified. 

