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RANDOM FIBONACCI-TYPE SEQUENCES

R. DAWSON, G. GABOR, R, NOWAKOWSKI, D. WIENS
Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia

{Submitted December 1983)

1. INTRODUCTION

In this paper, we shall study several random wvariations of Fibonacci-type
sequences. The study is motivated in part by a sequence defined by D. Hofstad-
ter and discussed by R. Guy [1]:

By=hy =1, hy=thaon F Baon .-

Although this sequence is completely deterministic, its graph resembles that of
the path of a particle fluctuating randomly about the line % = n/2. Indeed,
there appear to be no results on the quantitative behaviour of this sequence.

Hoggatt and Bicknell [3] and Hoggatt and Bicknell-Johnson [4] studied the
behavior of "¥-nacci'" sequences, in which each term is the sum of the previous
¥ terms. A natural extension of such a sequence is one in which each term is
the sum of a fixed number of previous terms, randomly chosen from all previous
terms. Heyde [2] investigated martingales whose conditional expectations form
Fibonacci sequences, and established almost sure convergence of ratios of con-
secutive terms to the golden racio.

We consider three types of sequences:

(1) TFor fixed positive integersp and g, and values f,, ..., f,; let
F, = f:; with probability one for % € p, and set :

q .
E;+1 = 2: Fki for n > p,

=1
where the k; are fandomly chosen, with replacement, from {1, 2, ..., n}. The
sequence {F,} is termed a (p, g) sequence.

(ii) If, in the above, the %k, are chosen without replacement, we call {F,}
a (p, g)' sequence.

(iii) For given values g,, g,, let G, = g,
and set

lg‘r:+l = X.V,G'r. + y?.‘-lcn-l’

G, = g, with probability one,

where {(X,, Y,_.;)'} is a sequence of independent random vectors. We assume that
X, and Y, _, have finite first and second moments independent of #, and are dis-
tributed independently of &, and G, _,.

In Section 2, we derive the sequence of first moments for (p, ¢)and (p, g)'
sequences, and obtain recurrence relations for the sequence of second moments
of a (p, g) sequence. In Section 3, similar results are obtained for {Gn}, and
it is shown that, under mild conditions, the sequence of coefficients of vari-
ation is unbounded. Section 4 addresses questions concerning the ranges of
(p, @) and (p, g) ' sequences. Some open problems are discussed in Section 5.
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RANDOM FIBONACCI-TYPE SEQUENCES

2. MOMENTS OF (p, q) AND (p, q)' SEQUENCES

Theorem 1

For the (p, g) sequence described in the Introduction, the expected value
of the nth term, for n > p, is

+q-2
(n ? ) ) .

o q
E[F,] = —F——"— . 2.1)
q
def,
Proof: Given F = (F , F)', we have

Fror = 2 Bk
i1

where X; is the number of times [F; is chosen in the formation of F,,,. Then,

def.
= (X,, ..., X,;)' is a multinomially distributed random vector with

P( N, = :nj)) = q!n'q/nx;!
j=1 ° i=1 "

if 0 < x5 <€ g and E:xﬁ = g, zero otherwise. Thus, E[Xj] = g/n, so that the
conditional expectation of F, ., given F,, is

E?[Eiﬁ+>l iF?;] = QTE- ! :E: E} .
i=1"

Taking a further expectation over F, gives
E[F,, ] = qn ' 2 E[F;]. (2.2)
j=1

This leads to the recurrence relation nE[F,,,]=(n - 1 + @) E[F,] (n > p), from
which (2.1) follows. O

Corollary 1

For the (p, q)' sequence described in the Introduction, F[F,] is again given
by (2.1).

Proof: Given F,, we may define F, , as
2 FX;,
J:l

where now (X,, ..., X,;) is a sequence of (n - g) zeros and g ones, with

P(ﬁ()(j = :cj))= 1/(2), xz; € {0, 1}.

i=1

Marginally, X; has a binomial (1, g/n) distribution, with E[X.] = q/n. Thus,
(2.1) follows as in the above proof. O
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RANDOM FIBONACCI-TYPE SEQUENCES

If, as in the deterministic Fibonacci sequence, we place p = ¢ = 2, f; = 1,
fo = 2,thenE[F,] = n. In general, E[F.] is a polynomial in n of degree g - 1;
this contrasts with the exponential growth of the Fibonacci sequence.

The determination of the sequence of second moments of a (p, g) sequence is
somewhat more involved. Define

, = 2(n - 1) + @) (n - 1 + g)/n?,
Boor = (m(m - 1) + (g - 1)(3n + 3¢ - &))/n?,
“f(r:+l = ‘f»q/((q - 1)(2q - 1))s

8. =qnn - 1+ @ - (g - D)/(nlg - 1)(2q - 1)),
p g,
vi = 2 5 /ps v, = 2 f/p.
F=1 g=t
Theorem 2

For a (p, g) sequence, if g = 1, then
E{Fﬁ] =v, forn > p.
If g > 1, then

E[Ef+1] = qu, + qlg - DI,

(2.3)
BIFZ, ) = sl 0% + p + pg + 49va + (g - D@ + 3pg + q)Vik;

E[F,F, 11 = v, 1E[F2,11 - 6,E[F2], (n2>p+ 1); (2.4)
E[F?,,]1 = o, BIF2] - B, _,EIFZ ], (n2>2p+2). (2.5)

Proof: Representing F, ,, given F,, as in Theorem 1, we find

- q IR IR
E[F2, ] = EJEIE[FE] & [\2?) ] (2.6)
_ din + 4 - 1} - E[F:?] + ¢4 - 1) iE[-‘"LT—]’ (2.7)
n2 /1 ¢ n? L4 4 o
g n=l
ELF,F,y] = £ L BIF7,] + 2 BIFE). e
I’;":l -

The first statement of Theorem 2, and (2.3), are implied by (2.6). Assume now
that g > 1. Replacing #n by n - 1 in (2.7}, subtracting the result from (2.7),
and using (2.8) gives

n?E[F2, ] = {(n - D2+ g+ 1 - @IEIF]

n-1
+q 3 E[F:] + 2n(q - DE[F,F, 1. (2.9)
i=1 ¢
Given F,, we may represent F, ,F, ., as
" n+1
ZF‘:X~ ° Felys
i=1° Y k=1
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RANDOM FIBONACCI-TYPE SEQUENCES

where X, Y are independent random vectors, X is as in Theorem 1, and Y is dis-
tributed as is X, but with # replaced by n + 1. We then find

2 7 2
EF,,.F,,,] = -}M—ﬂ—ﬁE [(Ele) ] + —L - BIE, 1. (2.10)

Combining (2.6) and (2.10), then replacing n by n — 1 gives

E[F,F,

n+1

_am+q - 2) 2 q
] = L2942 RRl -

2 n-1
T oon(g- D ;

—— Y E[FZ]. 2.11
G oD u_?_j [F}] (2.11)
Combining (2.9) and (2.11), so as to eliminate E:?=1E[E?], vields (2.4). Com-
bining them so as to eliminate E{E;E;+1] gives :

=1

n-1
n’E[FZ,,] = {(n - 1)® + 3g(n - 1)+ ¢ E[F2]1+ (q - 2¢°) 20 E[FZ]. (2.12)
i=1

Replacing # by # — 1 in (2.12) and subtracting now yields (2.5). O

Define the "sample" means and variances by

From (2.2) and (2.8), then from (2.2) and (2.6), we get the interesting rela-
tionships

cov[F,,,» F,1 = g cov[F,, F,1, (2.13)
var[F, ,] = qEISi} + qzvar[EZ]. (2.14)

From (2.13) or otherwise, it is clear that F, and
lated. Thus, from (2.9) and (2.12),

F, ., are positively corre-

2 E[F?, ] 2 2
(n-1"+gn+1-q) < n+1l < (n-1)°+3gn-1) + g
n2 E[Ff] "2 s
so that
E[F? ]
" 1 as oo o (2.15)
E[F2]

3. THE SEQUENCE {G,}

In this section, we investigate the sequence {G,} described in the Intro-
duction. We use the following notation for moments:

BlX,] = us ELY, ] =wy, E[X2] =1, E[Y.,]=r1,, EXY, _,]=1ug,
var[X,] = Gi, var[Y,_ ;] = Og, covlX,, ¥, _,1 = Oy >
E[G,] = vw,, E[GI] = 1,, var[G,] = ol.

Taking expectations in the defining relationship G,,,=X,G, + ¥, _,G,_, and
solving the resulting recurrence relationship yields:
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Proposition 1

For the sequence {G,}, we have

Ho = Jg> My = Gy Hopg = Wl M s
so that if k,, k, are the zeros of k* - 1,k - Hys

(91 - klgn}k; - (91 - kzgn)n
k, = k; ’

Helr-1 U\
n(af) g, - (n - 1)(3§) > ki =k,

A direct expansion of the defining relationship gives

ki # &,

Tpyq = ToTp + szyE[GnGn_lj + T, (3.1)

7 =TT, + (2Ugyu + Ty)Tn_l + U, WEIG, G _ 1. (3.2)
Replacing # by # —= 1 in (3.1), then combining with (3.2) yields

Ty, = 41, + BT, , +C1,_, (n2>2), (3.3)
where

A =1, + Yy, B= 2uxyu$ + Ty - TzMHys C = -Tyuy. (3.4)
Solving this recurrence relation gives
Theorem 3

If the =zeros ll, lz, As of A\* - 4)\% - BA - C are distinct, then

3 n
T, = wirhy (m > 2);
i=1

where

w; = (T2 -(Z ) +(m KJ-)TG)/ I0; -2, (3.5)

J#i Jfi Jti
T, = = g2 =1 g2 + 2 + 1,92
T, gp» T1 = 9dis Ty .97 oy 905 TyGy-

Example 1: If g, =0, g, =1, U, = uy = Moy = 1, T, = Ty = 2, then 1V, is the
nth Fibonacci number and

T, = (-8(-1)" + T2(2 + V2)" + 2(4 - V2)(2 - V2)")/28.
Example 2: If gy =g; =1, Uy =0 = Uy, Uy, =1, o =0} =1, then 1, = 1 and

2n+1 + 1 . i
Ty, = [———3———;] (greatest integer function).

Deterministic Fibonacci-type sequences are sometimes used to model the
growth of certain physical processes. In such applications, the coefficients
of the defining recurrence relation might more properly be viewed as random
variables—e.g., gestation periods of rabbits. The usefulness of such random
models for predictive purposes, hence of the deterministic models as well, is
cast into doubt by the next theorem. Note that in the examples above, the co-
efficients of variation 0,/U, are unbounded. We shall show that this is quite
generally the case.
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First define matrices

4 B ¢ D E F
M= 110 0|, ¥N= |0 0 0|, P=M& ®M™M-I),
01 0 0 0 0

where 4, B, C are as at (3.4), D = Uﬁ, E = 0§ - Uﬁuy + 20, My F = —O;Uy. Re-

lation (3.3) becomes

(Typrs T T,o) " = M1, T, 05 T,) "
and a parallel development yields

(TR TR TR I A ) K (TR TR T B
Theorem 4

If the characteristic roots of P are real and distinct, then an|uﬂ] -+ ®@ as
n =+ o,

Proof: It suffices to show that T, /p; + «. Put
Ly = Tnfuis kn = l-li/Ll,fH, r, = Tn;Tn—l'

Note that %, Z 1, and that &,/%,_ , = r,k,_,. We claim that r,, k, have nonnega-
tive, finite limits » and k, and that rk # 1. Then %,/%,_, + rk, so that rk >
1, else &, - 0. But then L, + «, completing the proof.

That » exists is clear from (3.5) and the assumption of the theorem, since
the roots of P are those of M together with those of M- N. The roots of M, in
turn, are the A; of Theorem 3. Thus, r = A, where Ay is the root A; of largest
absolute value, such that wy; # 0. Clearly, r =2 0. Similarly, k, - k = Ugl =0,
where v, is the root of M- I with properties analogous to those of A,. Thus,
0srk=2>x/v#1.0

The assumption and conclusion of Theorem 4 fail if o2=03 = 0, i.e.,
sequence is deterministic. In this case, ¥ =0, P=M & M, Unf{|Un|} =
conjecture that {o,/|u,|} is bounded iff o2 = U§ = 0.

L. THE RANGES OF (p, q) AND (p, q)' SEQUENCES

For a (p, q) or (p, g)' sequence, any number which can be formed from f,,
«++s fp in the manner used to generate the sequence is, with positive probabil-
ity, in the range of {F,}. The following result is the natural counterpart to
this observation.

Theorem 5

et S be the range of a (p, q) or (p, q)' sequence. If n& {f, ..., j;}
and P(Eb+1 =#n) <1, then Pn & 5) > 0.

Proof: Assume that g > 1; the result is obvious otherwise. Assume also,
w.l.0.g., that [f1| = [f2| Z e 2 |fb|. Consider any sequence of the form
Su={f1, vesy fps fp+1=qf1, ceny p+k=qkf1, JCE‘D+3¢+1’ fp+k+2’ veo}

where If}+k+jf > |n| for j 2 1, and k is chosen so that |fp4x-,| < [7] < fo+xl-
1f |n| = q*|f,| for some integer %, then omit fp+g from Sy. Let S5, be the set
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of all such sequences. We shall show that P(S € §,) >0. Since no S, € 5, con-
tains #n, this will complete the proof.
Let S;, 5g,; be the initial j-element segments of S and S,» respectively,

bl

and define E; to be the event ”SJ- = 5,,; for some 5, € 5,". The sequence {E.}
is decreasing, and . :

+ = “

P(S € 8,) = P( nE;) = lim P(E:).
g=17 =

7

Clearly, P(Ep+k) > 0. For & =21,
PEpy g /PEprirg-D = PEps iy Eprrea-) =P

(at least one element from {f}+k,__”f%+k+£-1} is chosen in the formation of
o+ x+1) - This last term cannot be less than

. p+ k- 149
(p+?<+ )1—1)’

so that for 7 2 1,

- J p+ k-1
P(EBp+k+5) 2 P(Ep+ S‘)REI (1 - (m) )

With ¢ = p + k - 1, we then have

= Nl f_c \E
(s €8 > Py 11 (1 - (5 7) )

so that it remains only to show that the infinite product is positive. But
this is equivalent to the convergence of the series

_f:log(l - (c ¢ L)«),

=1

whose terms are eventually dominated by those of

= c q - P,
< 2673277 < o,
2;,;21(‘9 + 9) - .?,Z=:lk N

5. OPEN PROBLEMS

1. Do any of the sequences considered here, properly normalized, have limiting
distributions? If so, what are they? Monte Carlo simulations have indicated
that the (p, g) sequence {F,}, for ¢ > 1, has a limiting log-normal distribu-
tion. This leads to the conjecture that, with y, = E[F,] arg T, = E[Fj],

Wy,

log F, - log

VT

T, /2
I

Numerical investigations also lead to the conjecture that for such a sequence,
T, = D(nzq'z(log n)%), where a(g) € [0, 1] is an increasing function of g. Note
that this holds for g=1, with «(l) =0. These conjectures together imply that

n

L. w0, 1).
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the coefficient of variation of F, is 0((log »)®), while that of log F, tends
to zero.

2. A simple consequence of Theorem 5 is that any finite set N, no member of
which is forced to be the (p+ 1)*® element of a (p, q) or (p, q)' sequence is,
with positive probability, disjoint from the range of such a sequence. Is the
same true of infinite sets? Preliminary investigations indicate that it is true
for countable sets if, when the elements of such a set are arranged as an in-
creasing sequence, the sequence diverges sufficiently quickly. Definitive re-
sults have yet to be obtained.
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