Gulliver’s Travels, Parts 3 and 4.  Students’ notes, November 8th 2006.
	#1058
	Obsession with maths and music, shaped food; but unable to care for themselves, proper clothing, etc.
	Similar to now: we would die without computers, etc.

	#1060
	Anxieties over future are based on rational ideas yet are themselves completely irrational;

Science causes overthinking about life in general;

Knowing things shouldn’t dominate one’s life (can’t stop the sun from swallowing the earth)
	Does obtaining more knowledge lead to more rational behaviour?

	#1060-61
	Satire on paranoia of science, impending doom; parodies science of Swift’s time; cannot find time to live; compares paranoia to childhood horror stories
	Comparable to paranoia now, the “war of terror”?

Too concerned with mortality to live life

	#1061
	Gulliver (Swift?) has sexist view of women, carrying on behind the backs of the men; that only men are capable of deep thought
	Not always easy to differentiate between Gulliver’s and Swift’s feelings.  Is Swift’s conservative side coming out here?

	#1067
	People have some great store of wisdom;
Yahoos as humans fundamentally corrupt;

Even if people were immortal perfection would be unobtainable;

Setting fantastic but still dealing with mundane problems
	

	#1071
	Countryside of new place not too different from usual; Gulliver frightened to walk for fear of being surprised; Yahoos poop on Gulliver’s head – savage!
	

	#1071
	Physicality of description of Yahoos, as savage troglodytes; contrasted with view of horses, traditionally noble creatures
	Can Gulliver identify with the Yahoos based on their description?
Why would Swift choose the horse as symbol of rationality?

	#1103
	Swift sees Yahoos as a perversion of humanity
	Why does Swift hate humans so much?

	#1108-09
	Gulliver refuses Captain’s clothes, having been on the back of a Yahoo; yet clothes he wore while with Houyhnhnms were from skin of Yahoos
	Satire on rationalists, zealous thinking, losing their human qualities


