Shakespeare Sonnets, draft introductory sentences.  January 12th 2007
Note that the aim here was to give an overview of your interpretation of the sonnet. What, overall, is the sonnet saying?  Try to express this in one, or at most, two sentences.

Sonnet 23

In Sonnet 23 Shakespeare describes one possible inability to articulate through spoken word; however, they are able to express their emotions through their strengths, like writing.

Sonnet 30
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 30 shows us the very powerful forces that are our thoughts, they are the cause of our griefs and bring about our grieving process, but also remove and redeem us from them with the help of our loved one.

Sonnet 71

In Sonnet 71 Shakespeare is saying that his death should not be mourned by his loved ones.  He hopes that they will be able to accept he is in a better place and their love for him will allow them to let him go.

Shakespeare wishes the youth to quickly forget him as the author of the sonnets, and sonnet 71 serves as a memorial.

Sonnet 93

Shakespeare is helping us to pay attention to the unspoken human dilemma of beauty fading after youth.  Should he turn a blind eye to the youth and his mistress’s affair or will it just continue happening because with continual aging he is not gaining any virtues that would keep his mistress in love with him.

Sonnet 130

In Sonnet 130 Shakespeare contrasts the beauty of nature with the lack of beauty of the woman he loves in order to emphasize that love is not based on the inevitable fading of beauty.

In Sonnet 130 Shakespeare strips away the ethereal mask of romanticized love to present a realist human representation of love that lasts past initial infatuation.  Shakespeare sees his love without the false presence that, all too often, proves to be the trappings for so many, making his love unique and real.

Sonnet 130 represents a satirical view on the frivolous nature of outward beauty and points to the common overuse of continuous comparison to nature’s beauty, highlighting preeminence of moral foundation and approachability over outward appearance. 
Through the use of several clichéd metaphors, Shakespeare reprimands his contemporaries’ attempts at praising woman’s beauty.  He claims that he does not need these shallow reasons to love her and would not falsely compare her to things that she isn’t.  The women that have been compared to those things likely were no more beautiful or ugly as his mistress.

Sonnet 147

In Sonnet 147 Shakespeare draws a parallel between his love and being diseased, implying that this affliction blinds his reason, and therefore his perception of the dark lady.

Sonnet 60 (DSM)

In Sonnet 60 Shakespeare tells that although we are born in glory, Time impels us onwards, destroying the beauty that we once had and subjecting us to a maturity beset by misfortune.

