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                EVOLUTION & DARWIN’S RELIGIOUS BELIEFS                                                                                              S2
   

I.  KEY THOUGHTS                                                                                                                                                                             S3
  

1. Darwin offers a great theological story!                                                                                                                     S4

       he struggled with God throughout his life
  

       Hebrew word Isra/el:                                                                                                                                                                                      S5
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                      (sârâh) to struggle, persist 

                           (’çl) God
  

                                1. “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have    

                                       struggled with God and with men and have overcome.” Gen 32:28

                                                  COMMENT:
                                                        struggle is a good & essential part of the spiritual voyage
  

           Personal: is struggling with God part of your story?

2. Darwin’s story reveals that intellectual baggage from a university education can be a problem       S6

        UNCRITICALLY, he accepted William Paley’s view of Intelligent Design at Cambridge U

          Paley’s interpretation of ID = living organisms are fitted perfectly in nature

                 Subtle Implication: ID is static (not dynamic/evolutionary)  º IMPACTS Darwin for 40 yrs
          

           Personal: what baggage are YOU uncritically accepting in YOUR university education?   

                                      acceptance that nature is dysteleological?

                                      rejection of Intelligent Design?

3. A major part of Darwin’s story was his struggling with Intelligent Design                                                                                                  S7

       nature struck Darwin with “overwhelming force” throughout his life (see Quote 36)

               K Argument from Nature to Design

                         I will term this experience the “Psalm 19 Factor”
  

           Personal: do “the heavens (& biology) declare the glory of God?”  Ps 19:1 

                                      OR 

                            is Intelligent Design nothing but an illusion?          

4. Richard Dawkins Thesis & Lamoureux Anti-Thesis                                                                                                                                                                                                               S8

       Dawkins claims:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 S9

                 2. “Darwin made it possible to be an intellectually fulfilled atheist.” 

                                                                                           The Blind Watchmaker, 6.

       Lamoureux’s claims:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        S10

                 3. “Darwin made it possible to be an intellectually fulfilled THEIST.” 

                                                                                          “Darwinian Theological Insights” Perspectives on Science

                                                                                                               & Christian Faith (Jun 2012) 108-19 (Sep 2012) 166-78

                            COMMENTS:

                                NO attempt to “Christianize” Darwin

                                       INSTEAD:  

                                             an attempt to draw Theological Insights from Darwin

                                        WHY? 

                                              Darwin thought seriously about religion & evolution
   

           Personal: who do YOU believe is correct, Dawkins or Lamoureux?                                                                    
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II.  BRIEF HISTORY OF CHARLES DARWIN  (1809-1882)                                                                                                   S2
  

  1809                                                                                                                                                                                                                       S3

          born 12 February at Shrewsbury, England
          Family Life
  

                raised with a wide variety of beliefs:
                    C grandfather Erasmus was a famous deistic evolutionist

                    C father Robert & brother Erasmus were religious skeptics

                    C mother Susanna (dies when Charles was 8 yrs old) was a Unitarian

                              Unitarians do not believe Jesus was God, but only a man

                    C sisters were religious & brought Charles to an Anglican church (conservative Christianity)

                    C educated in an Anglican day school
  

  1826                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S4

         studies medicine at Edinburgh University, but drops out  
  

  1828-1831                                                                                                                                                                                                            S5 
          studies theology at Christ College in Cambridge University, but decides not to be ordained
  

  1831                                                                                                                                                                                                                       S6

          Dec 27 begins 5 year voyage around the world on HMS Beagle 
  

  1836
          returns to England Oct 2
  

  1837-1838                                                                                                                                                                                          S7

            1  Period of Religious Reflectionst

                    K rejects Christianity, but not God

             Notebooks on Transmutation [Evolution] of Species 

                    outlines his theory of evolution
  

  1838                                                                                                                                                                        
          health begins to break down  
               can only work 4-5 hrs/day rest of his life                       
  

  1839                                                                                                                                                                                                                       S8

          marries his cousin Emma Wedgewood & they have 10 children  º 3 die  
  

  1859                                                                                                                                                                                                              S9

          Origin of Species 
                 Theory of Evolution by Natural Selection
  

  1860-1861                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S10

          2  Period of Religious Reflectionnd

                 struggles intensely with intelligent design  
  

  1871                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S11

          Descent of Man
                 public presentation of human evolution
  

  1876                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         S12

          Autobiography of Darwin
                 mature views on religion in section entitled “Religious Beliefs” 
  

  1882                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              S13

         dies 19 April at Down, England & buried in Westminster Abbey
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III.  CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY  (1828-1831)                                                                                                                                       S2

   Charles drops out of medicine & father sends him to theology school
          he doesn’t want a family disgrace
    

   4. “I did not then in the least doubt the strict literal truth of every word in the Bible.”                                                  S3

                                                                                                                       Darwin, Autobiography of Charles Darwin
                                                                                                                        N Barlow, ed  (London: Collins, 1958), 57

                  COMMENT:                                                                                                    
                                     Darwin was a biblical literalist
                                           BUT  
                                                   Did Darwin fully grasp his beliefs & their implications?
                                                          OR
                                                   Did he simply absorb them uncritically from the religious culture?
  

   William Paley (1743-1805)                                                                                                                                                                S4

          C his famed book was required reading:

                 Natural Theology: Or Evidences for the Existence and Attributes of the Deity, Collected from  

                                                the Appearances of Nature (1802)
   

                        Natural Theology = Natural Revelation = Intelligent Design

                             a classic example of the Argument from Nature to Design
 

          C stimulates Darwin to start defining his worldview

                claims Paley was the best part of his Cambridge U education

                        K Darwin powerfully impacted by ID
  

          C late in life (1876) Darwin confesses:                                                                                                                                                   S5
  
  

   5. “I did not at that time trouble myself about Paley’s premises; and taking these on trust 

                      I was charmed and convinced by the long line of argumentation.”                        ACD, 59

 

                       PALEY’S PREMISES (CATEGORIES) OF NATURE                                                                                                         S6

                 (1) Intelligent Design
                            nature reflects the purposeful design of the Creator

   

                 (2) Perfect Adaptation                                                                                   
                            everything in nature fits together PERFECTLY 

                                         again late in life (1871) Darwin confesses:                                                                                                   S7
  

                                             6.  “I was not able to annul the influence of my former belief, then almost 

                                                    universal, that i each i species had been purposely created; and

                                                    this led to my tacit [silent] assumption that i every i detail of 

                                                    structure, excepting rudiments, was of some special, though 

                                                    unrecognized, service.”                                   Darwin, Descent of Man (NY:
                                                                                                                                                      Appleton, 1886 [1871]), 61

                                                              COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                       S8

                                                                   C Paley’s world is STATIC 
                                                                           by definition this is an anti-evolutionary world because
                                                                           every part in nature fits together perfectly & tightly
   

                                                                   C deeply embedded in Darwin’s mind
                                                                           “not able to annul the influence ... my tacit assumption” 
   

                                                                   C Darwin often uses terms “each” & “every”
                                                                             indicative of Paley’s Perfect Adaptation
   

                 (3) Beneficence                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S9

                            nature is good throughout

140



                                                                                                                                   Darwin 1  Episode 141
                       NB Paley’s 3 Premises are CONFLATED                                                                                                   S2

                              Darwin will NOT be able to SEPARATE:  

                                    (1) Intelligent Design 

                                                FROM:

                                    (2) Perfect Adaptation

                                    (3) Beneficence
   

                              Categorical Conflict Inevitable in the Mind of Darwin:                                                                           S3

                                    Paley’s View of Nature
                                           static & perfect & happy (anti-evolutionary)
                                    Darwin’s Future Theory
                                           dynamic & wasteful & vicious (evolutionary)
   

                       THE PROBLEM:                                                                                                                                                             S4

                                Darwin uncritically accepted Paley’s CONFLATED Premises

                                       they operate tacitly in his mind for 40 years  º CONFLICT
   

                       QUESTION:                                                                                                                                             

                                to use Darwin’s words:

                                       What “premises” are YOU not “troubling YOURSELF about” and “taking on

                                       trust” in YOUR university education?

                                               K this includes my course!

   Geology                                                                                                                                                                                                   S5

        a passion begins 

        during the last year at Cambridge U

        Darwin goes on a geological field trip with Adam Sedgwick  

              he has an “epiphany” 

                    gripped by how science works:                                                                                                                                                                 

    

                               7.  “Nothing before had ever made me thoroughly realize, though I had read                                                                      S6

                                      various scientific books, that science consists in grouping facts so that 

                                      general laws or conclusions may be drawn from them.”              ACD , 70
  

                                                COMMENTS:                                                        
                                                     C Inductive Method
                                                             “grouping facts” º “general laws”

                                                     C there is an experiential aspect to science beyond books
                                    scientific discovery is PERSONAL

   CONCLUSION: Cambridge University                                                                                                                                                                                                  S7
  

        1. Darwin begins to take ownership of his worldview
    

        2. Darwin is steeped in Paley’s Natural Theology                                                                                                                                                                            S8

                 developing more of a philosophical faith than a religious faith

                        will lead eventually to deism
   

        3. Darwin is falling in love with science!                                                                                                                                             S9
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IV.  HMS BEAGLE VOYAGE  (27 Dec 1831 to 2 Oct 1836)                                                                                                                                               S2

   5 year voyage around the world                                                                                                                                                                                                                   S3 & H40
   

   Geology                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S4

         Darwin leaves with Charles Lyell’s 1  volume of Principles of Geology (1830)st

         in Brazil he has excellent geological field experience

                  sees the raising of ground 2-10 ft during earthquakes
  

         converts to Lyell’s geological Principle of  Uniformitarianism:                                                

                  explaining the earth’s past through the processes observed on earth today using the same

                  forces & same intensities
      

                        8.  “When I was starting on the voyage of the Beagle, the sagacious Henslow                                                                                                     S5

                              [Darwin’s former professor], who, like all other geologists believed at that time 

                               in successive cataclysms, advised me to get and study the first volume of the

                               Principles [of Geology], which had just been published, but on no account to

                               accept the view therein advocated ... I am proud to remember that the first place,

                               namely, St Jago, in the Cape Verde Archipelago, which I geologised, convinced 

                               me of the infinite superiority of Lyell’s view over those advocated in any other 
                               work known to me.”                                                                                                   ACD, 101
  

                                            COMMENT:
                                                    Catastrophism was part of geology around 1800
   

   Biology                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            S6

         PROGRESSIVE CREATION

                  science-of-the-day in the early 1800s

                        scientists accepted the age of the earth in the millions of years

                                 BUT living organisms were created by God: 

                                           interventionistically & intermittently º God-of-the-gaps
  

                   Late in the voyage (Jan 1836) Darwin notes a similarity between the Ant Lion pitfall (trap)
                    in England  & Australia                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       S7
   

                        9.  “Would any two workmen ever hit on so beautiful, so simple, & yet so artificial                                 S8

                                a contrivance [Ant Lion pitfall]?  It cannot be thought so. The one hand has 

                                surely worked throughout  the universe. A Geologist perhaps would suggest that

                                the periods of Creation have been distinct & remote the one from the  other;

                                that the Creator rested in his labor.”      
                                                                                                                            Darwin, Diary of the Beagle in Works of Darwin 
                                                                                                                                N. Barlow ed (London: Pickering, 1986), I:348

                                           COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                        S9

                                    C God is part of Darwin’s science!  

                                            “The one hand” & “the Creator”
   

                                    C Darwin is a Progressive Creationist

                                            “periods of Creation” & periods “the Creator rested in his labor”
    

                                    C Darwin believes that nature reflects intelligent design

                                                         “so beautiful, so simple, & yet so artificial a contrivance”

                                                                  Contrivance

                                                                         DEF: something planned & designed
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   Intelligent Design                                                                                                                                                                      S2

         Late in the voyage (Sep 1836), Darwin acknowledges the IMPACT of nature:
  

                 10.  “Amongst the scenes which are deeply impressed on my mind, none exceed in

                           sublimity the primeval forests [of Brazil] ... [they] are temples filled with the

                           varied productions of the God of Nature. No one can stand unmoved in these

                           solitudes, without feeling that there is more in man than the mere breath of his

                           body.”                                                                                                        Diary, 388

                                      COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                               S3

                                             let’s interpret this passage using Biblical ID Categories (review Notes 92)
  

                                             The Revelation in Nature:                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                       C Active
                                               “deeply impressed on my mind” & “no one can stand unmoved”

  

                                       C Intelligible                                                                                                          

                                               “feeling that there is more in man”

                                                                     the ‘Something More’  º  teleological reality
  

                                       C Non-Verbal revelation

                                                              use of the word “feeling”  
  

                                       C Universal                                                                                                                                 S4

                                               “no one can stand unmoved”
  

                                       C Revelatory
                                               “varied productions” point to “the God of Nature”

  

                                      PSALM 19 FACTOR                                                                                                                                                         S5

                                             Do the primeval forests of Brazil declare the glory of God?

                                                    does nature reflect ID?      

                                                         OR

                                             Was Darwin experiencing an illusion? 

                                                    “nothing but” social conditioning from his Cambridge education? 
  

   Religion                                                                                                                                                                                 S6

         Christian Faith
                  little evidence of a firm religious faith during the 5 year voyage in diaries, notes & letters
         Natural Theology
                  strong philosophical faith & even part of Darwin’s science  º moving toward deism

   CONCLUSION:  HMS Beagle Voyage                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           S7
  

        1. God is part of Darwin’s science
                 still an anti-evolutionist & progressive creationist
  

        2. Darwin does not sense the tension between his:                                                                                                                            S8

                 Geology
                        Lyell & Uniformitarianism 
                               K natural-laws-only 
  

                 Biology
                        Paley & Progressive Creation
                               K God-of-the-gaps interventions for the creation of living organisms
   

                 QUESTION:                                                                                                                                                                                                 S9

                         IF the formation of the earth is understood only through natural processes,

                              THEN shouldn’t the formation of living organisms also be understood 

                                          only through natural processes?
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V.  1  PERIOD OF RELIGIOUS  REFLECTION & FORMULATION OF THEORY OF ST

       EVOLUTION   (1837 & 1838)                                                                                                                                                             S2
  

            Darwin returns to England & begins to analyse scientific evidence collected during his voyage                                    

               

   

                 11.  “During these two years [Oct 1836 to Jan 1839] I was led to think much about                                                                                        S3

                           religion.”                                                                                                                       ACD, 85

                                  COMMENT:
                                          strong evidence that evolution & religion are intimately related

A.  REJECTION OF CHRISTIANITY                                                                                                                                        S4

        Darwin rejects:       
            The Bible
            Miracles (Personal Interventionism)
  

      BUT he does not reject God

      Rejects the Bible                                                                                                                                                                                           S5

                 12.  “I had gradually come by this time [Oct 1836 to Jan 1839], to see that the Old 

                          Testament from its manifestly [clear] false history of the world, with the Tower 

                          of  Babel [Gen 11], the rainbow as a sign [Gen 9], etc., etc., and from its attributing

                          to God the feelings of a revengeful tyrant, was no more to be trusted than the 

                          sacred books of the Hindoos, or any barbarian.”                                               ACD, 85

                                  COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                      S6

                                          Darwin assumes:
                                                 HISTORICAL CONCORDISM is a characteristic of Gen 1-11
                                           BUT:
                                                  a common concordist hermeneutic
                                                         he is not aware of an academic non-concordist approach to Gen 1-11  
                             

                                                   K Darwin Lacked Hermeneutical Categories

      Rejects Miracles (Personal Interventionism)                                                                                                                      S7

                 13.  “By further reflecting that the clearest evidence would be requisite to make any sane 

                          man believe in the miracles [ie, Personal Interventionism] by which Christianity is

                          supported,     

                                   [1] that the more we know of the fixed laws of nature the more incredible 

                                           do miracles become,

                                   [2] that the men at that time were ignorant and credulous to a degree almost  

                                           incomprehensible by us,

                                   [3] that the Gospels cannot be proved to have been written simultaneously with

                                           the events,––that they differ in many important details, far too important

                                           it seems to me, to be admitted as the usual inaccuracies of eyewitnesses;

                         by such reflections as these [1-3], which I give not as having the least novelty or value,

                         but as they influenced me, I came to disbelieve in Christianity as a divine revelation.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                    ACD, 86

                                  COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                          S8

                                          C Darwin rejects Christianity
                                                  BUT he does not reject God
                                                           in the next 3 quotes º God part of Darwin’s evolutionary science
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                                       C Darwin uses 3 common arguments against Divine Action & Christianity                                                 S2
  

                                                [1] Science proves there are no miracles [Personal Interventionism]                                                       S3

                                                              “the more we know of the fixed laws of nature the more 
                                                                incredible do miracles become”
  
  

                                                           COUNTER-ARGUMENT #1                                                                                                                                             S4 

                                                                   DARWIN’S ARGUMENT

                                                                        IF no cosmological interventions in origins & operations,

                                                                             THEN no personal interventions in the lives of people
  

                                                      NOT necessarily true

                                                                              it is perfectly reasonable to:

                                                                                      reject cosmological interventions &

                                                                                      accept personal divine action, including:

                                                                                             dramatic personal interventionism &

                                                                                             subtle personal providentialism 
  

                                                           COUNTER-ARGUMENT #2                                                              S5

                                                                 40% of US scientists believe God answers personal prayers that

                                                                  are “more than the subjective psychological effect of prayer”

                                                                                                Larson & Witham, Nature (3 Apr 1997), 436     Notes 3

                                                      Being scientists, they reject cosmological interventions

                                                                              BUT they experience & accept personal divine action
                             

                                                            K Darwin Lacked Divine Action Categories                S6

                                                                       CONFLATES cosmological & personal divine action

                                                [2] Stupid people believe in miracles                                                                                  S7

                                                              “men at that time were ignorant and credulous” 

                                                                       COUNTER-ARGUMENT 

                                                                                are the 40% of US scientists mentioned above stupid?
 

                                                [3] The Bible has significant contradictions                                                                                         S8

                                                              “Gospels . . . differ in many important details”    

                                                      Darwin Qualifies:  

                                                                not “the usual inaccuracies of eyewitnesses” 

                                                                       COUNTER-ARGUMENT 

                                                                               contradictions can be evidence of authenticity

   

Excursus: Contradictions in the Bible                                                                                                                                      S9

      Women at the Tomb of Jesus:                                                                                                                                                                                                             S10

             Matt 28:1-7 an angel comes out of heaven & rolls away the rock covering the tomb

             Mk 16:1-8 the rock is already rolled away & man in the tomb

             Lk 24:1-12 the rock is already rolled away & two men appear

             Jn 20:1-9 the rock is already rolled away & two angels and Jesus standing in the tomb
   

      C Forensic Science & Eyewitness Accounts                                                                                                                                      S11

             significant contradictions can often appear

                   EG car accidents

                          BUT the main event is remembered  º Jesus rose from the dead

                                   instead of undermining Bible:

                                          K contradictions point to authenticity  
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      C The Gospels had an Oral Phase                                                                                                                                                                                          S2

              memory lapses leading to additions & deletions

                    Therefore: contradictions are expected

                           BUT oral accounts preserve the main idea º Jesus rose from the dead 

                                    instead of undermining Bible:

                                         K contradictions point to authenticity
  

      C Women in the Ancient World                                                                                                                                                             S3

                women were believed to be untrustworthy

                       IF the empty tomb account is a fictional story

                            THEN don’t have women at the scene

                                         put the Pharisees, Pilate, the soldiers who crucified Jesus in the story

                                                K women at the tomb in these accounts points to authenticity
   

    
B.  FORMULATION OF A TELEOLOGICAL THEORY OF EVOLUTION                                                             S4

      source of information: Darwin’s notebooks                                                                                                                                                      S5

              never intended to be published

                    Therefore  º NO FUDGING
   

      THEME: Darwin adamantly rejects the God-of-the-gaps

                             BUT he still believes in a God who creates through evolution º TELEOLOGICAL 

      Origin of Life through Laws of Nature                                                                                                                                                                                                 S6

14.   “Astronomers might formerly have said that God ordered [ie, intervened], each planet 

                       to move in its particular destiny [eg, retrograde planetary motion]––In the same manner

                        God orders each animal with certain form in certain country [ie progressive creation]. 

                        But how much more simple & sublime power [to] let attraction act according to certain

                        law; such are inevitable consequences; let animals be created, then by the fixed laws 

                        of  generation.”

                                                                   Darwin, “B Notebook (Feb 1837 to Jan 1838),” G de Beer, ed “Darwin’s Notebooks 
                                                                                      Transmutation of Species,” Bull. Brit. Museum (Nat. Hist.), II (1960), 10

                                    COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                        S7

                                            C REJECTS God-of-the-gaps in the origin of living organisms
  

                                            C ASTRONOMY-BIOLOGY ANALOGY

                                             IF there is no need for a God-of-the-gaps in astronomy 

                                                         THEN there is no need for a God-of-the-gaps in biology

      Origin of Humans through Evolution                                                                                                                                                           S8

15.  “Man in his arrogance thinks himself a great work worthy of the interposition [ie, a 

                      divine intervention] of a deity, more humble & I believe truer to consider him created 

                       from animals.”                                                                                                         “B Notebook,” 106

                                    COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                        S9

                                            C REJECTS God-of-the-gaps in human origins
   

                                            C Darwin doesn’t make his acceptance of human evolution public for 20-30 yrs

                                             Origin of Species (1859): 1 sentence

                                             Descent of Man (1871): an entire book    
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      Origin of Religion through Evolution                                                                                                                                                                 S2

16.  A scientist is mistaken if he/she “says the innate knowledge of the creator has been

                     implanted in us (individually or in race?) by a separate act of God [ie, by a divine 

                     intervention], and not as a necessary integrant part of his most magnificent laws, 

                     which we profane [ie, disrespect] in thinking [that God is] not capable to produce 

                     every effect of every kind which surrounds us.”                         Notebook M (1838), 135-6

                                    COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                        S3

                                            C REJECTS God-of-the-gaps in the origins of “Innate Knowledge of God”

                                             it is not “implanted in us by a separate act of God”

                                            C ACCEPTS Teleological Evolution
                                             God creates through “his most magnificent [evolutionary] laws”

                                            C ACCEPTS Natural Revelation                                                                                                                  S4

                                             acknowledges that humans have an “innate knowledge of creator”

                                            C ACCEPTS humans are “Hard-Wired BY God”
                                             Darwin is the 1  Evolutionary Psychologist & he believed in God!st

   

                                                    Darwin is not trapped in the false dichotomy of choosing between: 
                                                              God & evolutionary psychology
   

                                                    GOD’S HARDWIRING is behind NATURAL REVELATION                                           S5

                                                              Darwin would reject EO Wilson’s belief that God “exists” only 

                                                               in the brain                                                                                                               see Notes 79
   
   

                                                              Darwin would be comfortable with “The 3  Hypothesis”                                        N79rd

                                                                    Evolutionary Psychology & Evolutionary Creation 

                                     PSALM 19 FACTOR                                                                                                                                  S6

                                             Do the “most magnificent laws” of evolution declare the glory of God?

                                             Does the process of evolution reflect ID? 
  

                                                         Was Darwin experiencing a real divine revelation in nature?

                                                                 OR

                                                         Was Darwin experiencing nothing but an illusion? 

   CONCLUSION:  1  Period of Religious Reflection & Formulation of Theory of Evolution                                               S7st

  

        1. Rejects Christianity, NOT God                                                                                                                              S8

        2. Rejects the God-of-the-Gaps in origins                                                                                                                          S9

        3. Accepts a Creator                                                                                                                                                                           S10

        4. Accepts teleological evolution                                                                                                                                                                                                  S11

        5. Accepts natural revelation                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        S12

        6. Accepts natural revelation arose through the Creator’s evolutionary process                                                          S13

        7. God is part of Darwin’s evolutionary science!                                                                                                    S14
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VI.  ORIGIN OF SPECIES  (1859)                                                                                                                                           S2

      • 20 year writing process                                                                                                                                                                      S3

      • 7 references to the “Creator” (with a capital “C”)
                all positive & unapologetic
  

      • Key contribution to science                                                                                                                          
                providing a mechanism for evolution: Natural Selection
                subtitle:
                   By Means of Natural Selection or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life

      The Creator Creates through the Laws of Nature                                                                                                               S4

17.   “Authors of the highest eminence [ie, progressive creationists] seem to be fully 

                       satisfied with the view that each species has been independently created. To my 

                       mind it accords better with what we know of the laws impressed on matter by the

                       Creator, that the production and extinction of the past and present inhabitants of the

                       world should have been due to secondary causes like those determining the birth and

                       death of the individual.”                       Darwin, Origin of Species (Harvard U Press, 1964[1859]), 488

   

                                    COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                        S5

                                            C REJECTS God-of-the-gaps in the origin of living organisms

                                            C REJECTS Progressive Creation  º science-of-the-day
                                             “Authors of the highest eminence”
  
                                            C ACCEPTS Teleological Evolution
                                             “the laws impressed on matter by the Creator”

                                   EMBRYOLOGY-EVOLUTION ANALOGY                                                                                      S6

                            IF 
                                             God does not use God-of-the-gaps miracles to create each individual
                                             creature today,
                                         THEN
                                             God did not use God-of-the-gaps miracles to create all creatures in the past
   

                            IF 
                                             God creates each individual creature today through natural processes,
                                         THEN
                                             God created all creatures in the past through natural processes

      Alludes to Human Evolution                                                                                                                                                   S7

18.   “In the distant future I see open fields for far more important researches. Psychology 

                        will be based on a new foundation, that of the necessary acquirement of each mental

                         power and capacity by gradation. Light will be thrown on the origin of man and 

                         his history.”                                                                                                Origin, 488

  

                                    COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                  S8

                                            C only reference to human evolution  

                                                     Darwin very respectful of religious people
  

                                            C Darwin fully aware of the implications of human evolution

                                                     psychology must become Evolutionary Psychology
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      Famous Last Sentence of Origin of Species                                                                                                                                                      S2

19.  “There is grandeur in this [evolutionary] view of life, with its several powers, having 

                       been originally breathed into a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has

                       gone on cycling according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a beginning endless

                       forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and are being, evolved.”   Origin, 490
                

                                    COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                        S3

                                            C 2  edition (1860) to 6  edition (1872) Darwin changes:  nd th

                                             “originally breathed” to “breathed by the Creator”
  

                                     PSALM 19 FACTOR                                                                                                                                                             S4

                                            Does the “grandeur” of evolution creating living organisms that are “most

                                             beautiful & most wonderful” declare the glory of God?  Ps 19

                                                    does the process of evolution reflect ID? 

      Not-So-Well-Known Second Last Sentence                                                                                                                                                      S5

20.  “Thus, from the war of nature, from famine and death, the most exalted object which 

                      we are capable of conceiving, namely, the production of higher animals, directly follows. 

                      There is grandeur in this view ...”                                                                           Ibid.
                

                                    COMMENTS:                                                                                                                             

                                            Darwin is fully aware that brutality & violence exists in nature 

                                             “war of nature”  “famine”  “death”
   

                     DARWIN’S  IMPLICIT  THEODICEAN JUXTAPOSITION                                                                  S6

                            Theodicy
                                   DEF: arguments justifying the existence of evil in a world created by an
                                             all-loving, all-powerful, and all-knowing God
   

                             Key Word: IMPLICIT                                                                                                                                       S7

                                   Darwin never says: “This is my theodicy”  

                                            C when faced with the challenge of suffering & evil in nature, Darwin often 

                                               juxtaposes it against his EXPERIENCE of ID in nature

                                                        EG  2  last sentence of Origin of Species (Quote 19) is juxtaposednd

                                                                 against last sentence (Quote 20)                                     also SQ 4
  

                                             C for Darwin ID in nature is a response justifying suffering in nature                                                                  S8

                                                        Darwin inspires me to believe:

                                                                 K Psalm 19 Factor Trumps Suffering  

  

                            Book of Job                                                                                                                                                                           S9

                                   famous biblical book on suffering  þ uses this argument          
                                         Chapters 3 to 37
                                               many attempts offered by his wife & 3 friends to understand Job’s suffering 
                                         Chapters 38 to 41
                                               God answers by pointing to nature  þ an ID argument  þ God in control

   CONCLUSION: Origin of Species (1859)                                                                                                                  S10
  

        1. Accepts a Creator

        2. Accepts teleological evolution                                                                                                                                                             S11

        3. God is part of Darwin’s evolutionary science in his most famous book!                                                                                                  S12
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VII.  2  PERIOD OF RELIGIOUS REFLECTION (1860-1861)                                                                                      S2ND

       Darwin’s colleagues raised questions regarding the theological implications of Origin of Species

                strong evidence that evolution & religion are intimately related
 

          THE ISSUE                                                                                                                                                                                                             S3

   Intelligent Design in Nature
  

          THE PROBLEM                                                                                                                                                                                                           S4

   Darwin tacitly holds Paley’s understanding of ID

                       Remember: 
                              Paley’s Premises of Nature are CONFLATED: (1) Intelligent Design
                                                                                                                                    (2) Perfect Adaptation
                                                                                                                 (3) Beneficence
  

                       Therefore: 
                              Darwin’s CONCEPT of Design includes Paley’s: (2) Perfect Adaptation 
                                                                                                                (3) Beneficence
  

                                      Paley’s Perfect Adaptation:                                                                                                                           S5

                                             each & every detail in nature fit together PERFECTLY

                                             deeply ingrained at a tacit level

                                             Darwin is NOT fully aware of this until late in life (1870s)                                                     Notes 140-1
  

                                      Problem with Conflation:                                                                                                                                 S6

                                             “Package Deal” Problem                            

                                                       IF you reject one premise, 

                                                            THEN you reject them all

                                             conflation º always leads to conflict
  

          THE CONFLICT                                                                                                                                                                                      S7

   Between: 
                       C Darwin’s CONCEPT of Design 

                                 conflated with Paley’s Perfect Adaptation & Beneficence º he will reject BOTH

                                        K REJECT design       
   

                       C Darwin’s EXPERIENCE of Design
                                 impacted by the Non-Verbal Revelation in Nature (Ps 19 Factor) 
                                        K ACCEPT design
  

          THE RESULT                                                                                                                                                                                           S8

   leads to frustration, confusion & fluctuation
  

          THE QUESTION                                                                                                                                                                                               S9

   Did Darwin have a correct CONCEPT of Design?  NO  
    

                The Traditional & Biblical view of ID has nothing to do with Paley’s CONCEPT of Design

                         it does not deal with Perfect Adaption 
    

                The Traditional & Biblical view of ID deals with the IMPACT of nature on humans                                                                         S10

                         K Psalm 19 Factor
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   May 1860 Letter to Asa Gray                                                                                                                                     S2

        Harvard botanist & committed evangelical Christian

        1  North American scientist to promote Darwin’s theory of evolutionst

   

        Frustration & Confusion                                                                                                                                                                                                                         S3

             21.  “With respect to the theological view of the question. This is always painful  to me. 

             I am bewildered. I had no intention to write atheistically. 
  

        Suffering in Nature #1  º  REJECTS Design                                                                                                                            S4

             But I own I cannot see as plainly as others do, and as I should wish to do, evidence of 

             [1] design and [2] beneficence on all sides of us. There seems to me too much misery in 

             the world. I cannot persuade myself that a beneficent and omnipotent God would have           

             designedly created the Ichneumonidae [a wasp that lays eggs in caterpillars] with the express

             intention of their feeding within the bodies of caterpillars, or that a cat should play with mice.  

             Not believing this, I see no necessity in the belief that the eye was expressly designed.
       

        Psalm 19 Factor  º IMPACTED by Nature                                                                                                                                                S5

             On the other hand, I cannot anyhow be contented to view this wonderful universe, 

             and especially the nature of man, and to conclude that everything is the result of brute force.   
       

        Design Theory #1  º ACCEPTS Design  DESIGNED LAWS OF NATURE & CHANCE                                                                                                     S6

             I am inclined to look at everything as resulting from designed laws, with the details, 

             whether good or bad, left to the working out of what we may call chance. Not that this 

             notion at all satisfies me.
       

        Frustration & Confusion                                                                                                                                               S7

             I feel most deeply that the whole subject is too profound for the human intellect. A dog 

             might as well speculate on the mind of Newton. Let each man hope and believe what he can.  

             Certainly I agree with you that my views are not at all necessarily atheistical.  
  

        Suffering in Nature #2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         S8

             The lightening kills a man, whether a good one or a bad one, owing to the excessively 

             complex action of natural laws. A child (who may turn out  an idiot) is born by the action

             of even more complex laws, and
       

        Design Theory #2  º ACCEPTS Design  DESIGNED LAWS OF NATURE & GOD’S OMNISCIENCE                                S9

             I can see no reason why a man, or other animal, may not have been aboriginally produced  

             by other laws, and that all these laws may have been expressly designed by an omniscient

             [all-knowing] Creator, who foresaw every future event and consequence.
       

        Frustration & Confusion                                                                                                                                             S10

But the more I think the more bewildered I become; as indeed I have probably shown by this

             letter.”                                                                  Darwin to Gray (22 May 1860) F Darwin, ed  Life & Letters 
                                                                                                                       of  Darwin (London: John Murray, 1888), II: 311-312

          COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                               S11

                • Evolution is NOT inherently atheistic

                                     “no intention to write atheistically”  “not at all necessarily atheistical”
  

                • The universe is NOT dysteleological                                                                                                               S12

                                       “wonderful universe” is not “the result of brute force”                                     
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                • Fluctuation                                                                                                                                                       S2

                                     REJECTS Design 
                                              because of suffering in nature
                                                      “too much misery in the world” 
   

                                     ACCEPTS Design
                                              Impacted by Nature & Ps 19 Factor
                                                      “wonderful universe” & “nature of man”
   

                                              Proposes Two Design Theories:                                                                                          S3

                                                      (1) Designed Laws & Details to Chance
                                                                 “Not that this notion at all satisfies me.”
                                                                           WHY?  Paley’s baggage  º details part of ID
  

                                                      (2) Designed Laws & God’s Omniscience                                                                                                                   S4

                                                                 humans cannot fully understand all aspects of nature
  

                • DARWIN’S IMPLICIT THEODICEAN JUXTAPOSITION                                                                                        S5

                                     AFTER presenting the problem of suffering in nature & rejecting ID (2 times)

                                     Darwin JUXTAPOSES these with his EXPERIENCE of ID in nature
                                                 K for Darwin ID is a response to suffering

                • Frustration, Confusion & Fluctuation                                                                                                                                                                                                           S6

                                     beginning, middle & end of the letter
                     “painful” “bewildered” “too profound”

   

                                     QUESTION:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       S7

                                               Is this a categories problem?   YES
                                                       Darwin has a bad CONCEPT of ID  º Paley’s view of ID

                                                             ID conflated with Perfect Adaption & Beneficence

                                                             EG “evidence of [1] design and [2] beneficence on all sides of us”

      

   November 1860 Letter to Gray                                                                                                                        S8
  

        22.  “I grieve to say that I cannot honestly go as far as you do about Design. I am conscious            S9

                 that I am in an utterly hopeless muddle. I cannot think that the world, as we see it, is 

                 the result of chance; and yet I cannot look at ieachi separate thing as the result of 

                 Design ... Again, I say I am, and shall ever remain, in a hopeless muddle.”    LLD, II:353
   

            COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                     S10

                • REJECTS Design                                                                                                             
                                     BUT this is Paley’s view of ID º conflation of ID & Perfect Adaptation  
                                             “ieachi separate thing”
   

                • REJECTS Dysteleology                                                                                                                                                                         S11

                                     “cannot think that the world ... is the result of chance”
   

                • Frustration, Confusion & Fluctuation                                                                                                                                                          S12

                                     “hopeless muddle”  “utterly hopeless muddle”                        SQ 4-9 Darwin & ID

   CONCLUSION: 2  Period of Religious Reflection                                                                                                        S13nd

  

        1. Darwin is not an atheist & his theory of evolution is not by necessity atheistic
   

        2. Darwin’s Science-Religion relationship is in Conflict                                                                                                   S14
 

                     Darwin’s CONCEPT of Design (Paley’s Conflated Premises of Nature, including ID)

                             Clashes Against

                     Darwin’s EXPERIENCE of Design in nature (Psalm 19 Factor)
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VIII.  DESCENT OF MAN  (1871)                                                                                                                    S2

         comprehensive book on human evolution                                                                                                                                             S3
 

   Embryology-Evolution Analogy                                                                                                                      S4

        23.  “I am aware that the conclusions arrived at in this work will be denounced by some 

                 as highly irreligious; but he who denounces them is bound to shew why it is more 

                 irreligious to explain the origin of man as a distinct species by descent from some 

                 lower form, through the laws of variation and natural selection, than to explain the 

                 birth of the individual through the laws of ordinary reproduction. The birth both of 

                 the species and of the individual are equally parts of that grand sequence of events, 

                 which our minds refuse to accept as the result of blind chance.                     Descent, 613

            COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                                S5

   EMBRYOLOGY-EVOLUTION ANALOGY

                                     IF 
                                          God does not use God-of-the-gaps miracles to create each human today, 
                                           but instead uses natural embryological processes
                                     THEN
                                           God did not use God-of-the-gaps miracles to create all humans in the past,
                                           but instead used natural evolutionary processes
  

                • IMPACTED by Nature (Ps 19 Factor)                                                                                                                                                              S6

                                     embryology & evolution “equally parts of that grand sequence of events”
  
   

                • REJECTS Dysteleology                                                                                                                        S7

                                     “our minds refuse to accept [embryology & evolution] as the result of blind chance”
   

                                               QUESTION:                                                                                                                                                                                                                     S8

                                                      Was our brain hardwired this way BY God?
                                                              OR 
                                                      Was it hardwired by blind chance only?     
   
   Natural Selection & Survival of the Fittest                                                                                                                                                                  S9
  

        24.  “In earlier editions of my ‘Origin of Species’ I perhaps attributed TOO MUCH to the 

                 action of natural selection and survival of the fittest ... We know not what produces 

                 the numberless slight differences between the individuals of each species.”  Ibid, 61; my capitals
   

            COMMENT:                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S10

                                      natural selection & survival of the fittest are important evolutionary mechanisms

                                         BUT they are NOT the only mechanisms driving evolution
  

        25.  “There is almost complete unanimity amongst Biologists about Evolution, tho’ there                                                        S11

                 is still considerable difference as to the means [ie, the mechanisms] such as how far 

                 [1] natural selection has acted & how far [2] external conditions, or whether there exists

                 some [3] mysterious innate tendency to perfectibility.”                 To HN Ridley, 28 Nov 1878
   

            COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S12

                • most biologists are evolutionists in just 20 yrs after Origin of Species (1859)
   

            QUESTIONS:                                                                                                                                                                                             S13

                Does evolution have a “mysterious innate tendency to perfectibility”?
                                       an intelligently-designed teleological feature in genes causing life to evolve?
                                               OR

                            Is biological variability due to blind chance only?

153



                                                                                                                                   Darwin 2  Episode 154
   Morality & Evolutionary Psychology                                                                                                                              S2
  

        Darwin saw two evolutionary psychological forces in humans:
                (1) “social instincts”  þ altruistic behaviour

                (2) “lower impulses” þ selfish behaviour
  

        Darwin argued that our sense of right & wrong arose through evolution                                                                      S3
  

        26.  “The social instincts which no doubt were acquired by man as by the lower animals for 

                  the good of the community ... [would] have served him at a very early period as a rude 

                   rule of right and wrong ... The social instincts ... naturally lead to the golden rule, 

                  ‘As ye would that men should do to you, do ye to them likewise’ [Jesus in Luke 6:31] and 

                  this lies at the foundation of morality.”                                                           Descent, 168
  

            COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S4 H2

                • consistent with the Christian belief in Moral Revelation
  

                                       27.  “Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things

                                                required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do 

                                                not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are

                                                written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and 

                                                their thoughts now accusing, now defending them.”      Rom 2:14-15
   

                • everyone has a sense of morality                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     S5

                                       evolution selected those with moral sense over those without it
  

                            • populations with moral sense were more successful
                                       K survival of the morally fittest

IX.  AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES DARWIN  (1876)                                                                  S6

       mature views on religion are presented in a section entitled “Religious Belief”
  

   Preamble                                                                                                                                                                S7

      Rejects Christianity
      Intelligent Design a central issue
  

   Arguments For & Against God’s Existence                                                                                                                                                                                                                          S8

      Argument Pattern: 
              Darwin gives an Argument & then a Rebuttal to it  º stalemate leads him to Agnosticism
  

                 28.  “The mystery of the beginning of all things is insoluble by us; and I for one must be

                          content to remain an Agnostic.”                                                                     ACD, 94

                                    term coined by Thomas Henry Huxley in 1869
                                           Darwin does not express frustration, confusion & fluctuation  
  

   1. ARGUMENT AGAINST GOD’S EXISTENCE––PROBLEM OF SUFFERING                                                 S9
   

        29.  “A being so powerful and so full of knowledge as a God who could create the universe, is to 

                  our finite minds omnipotent and omniscient, and it revolts our understanding to suppose 

                   that his benevolence is not unbounded, for what advantage can there be in the suffering of

                   millions of lower animals throughout almost endless time? This very old argument from the 

                   existence of suffering AGAINST [my capitals] the existence of an intelligent first cause 

                   seems to me a strong one.”                                                                                      ACD, 90

                         COMMENT:                                                                                                                                                                                                  S10

                                  classic argument against the personal God of theism & Christianity

                                         why is there suffering if God is all-loving, all-powerful, and all-knowing?
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        REBUTTAL                                                                                                                                                                                             S2

       30.  “According to my judgment happiness decidedly prevails ... all sentient [feeling &

                             aware] beings have been formed so as to enjoy, as a general rule, happiness ...  

                             I can hardly doubt, to most sentient beings an excess of happiness over misery,

                             although many occasionally suffer much.”                                           ACD, 88, 89-90

                                          COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                       S3

                                                      “happiness decidedly prevails”  “general rule”  “an excess over misery” 

                                                           K therefore suffering is not an argument against God’s existence
  

                                                      DARWIN’S IMPLICIT THEODICEAN JUXTAPOSITION                                                                                                        S4

                                                           Suffering in Nature juxtaposed against Happiness in Nature

   2. ARGUMENT FOR GOD’S EXISTENCE––1  DESIGN ARGUMENT (PSYCHOLOGICAL)                                                        S5ST

  

        31.  “At the present day the most usual argument FOR [my capitals] the existence of an 

                  intelligent God is drawn from the deep inward conviction and feelings which are 

                  experienced by most persons ... Formerly I was led by feelings such as those referred

                  to, ... to the firm conviction of [1] the existence of God, and of [2] the immortality of 

                  the soul ... whilst standing in the midst of the  grandeur of a Brazilian forest.”     ACD, 91

    

                         COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                            

  

                              The Revelation in Nature:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       S6

                                   • Active
                                              impact of the “grandeur of a Brazilian forest”

                                   • Universal
                                             “experienced by most persons”

                                   • Intelligible                                                                                                                      S7

                                             use of word “feelings” (2X)  º non-verbal revelation
                                                    leads Darwin to understand two “firm convictions” (next)

                                   • Revelatory
                                             nature convicts Darwin of: [1] “the existence of God” 
                                                                                         [2] “the immortality of the soul”
   

                                PSALM 19 FACTOR                                                                                                                                                                                            S8

                                       Does the “grandeur of a Brazilian forest” declare the glory of God?

                                             does nature point to the “existence of God” & “immortality of the soul?”        

                                                      OR

                                        Was Darwin experiencing an illusion? 

                                              “nothing but” social conditioning from his Cambridge education? 

        REBUTTAL                                                                                                                                                                                                                           S9

       32.  “But now [1876] the grandest scenes would not cause any such convictions and 

                             feelings to rise in my mind. It may be truly said that I am like a man who has 

                             become colour-blind.”                                                                                              ACD, 91
 

                                          QUESTION:
                                                 Can you become “colour-blind” to Impact of Nature?
                                                         see Darwin’s view in the last year of his life 
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   3. ARGUMENT FOR GOD’S EXISTENCE––2  DESIGN ARGUMENT (RATIONAL)                                                                                       S2ND

  

          33.  “Another source of conviction in the existence of God, connected with the reason and 

                   not with the feelings, impresses me as having much more weight. This follows from the

                   extreme difficulty or rather impossibility of conceiving this immense and wondrous 

                   universe, including man with his capacity of looking backwards and far into futurity, as a 

                   result of blind chance or necessity. When thus reflecting I feel compelled to look to 

                   a First Cause having an intelligent mind in some degree analogous to that of man; and 

                   I deserve to be called a Theist.”                                                                 ACD, 92-93 my underlines
  

                         COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                                S3

                • REJECTS dysteleology
             the universe is not the result of “blind chance or necessity”

                                               K that’s an “impossibility”
   

                • NOTE the present tense of last sentence:
                                        “When thus reflecting I feel compelled ... I deserve to be called a Theist.”
                          1876  º Darwin at times believed in God
  

                The Revelation in Nature:                                                                                                                                                                                                                  S4

                                   • Active
                                             impact of the “wondrous universe”  º “compelled to look”

                                   • Intelligible
                                             “connected with the reason” 

                                   • Revelatory
                                             nature points to “First Cause having an intelligent mind”

        REBUTTAL                                                                                                                                                                                                          S5

             immediately following Quote 33: 
  

       34.  “This conclusion was strong in my mind about the time, as far as I  can remember, 

                             when I wrote the Origin of Species; and it is since that time that it has very gradually

                             with many fluctuations become weaker. But then arises the horrid doubt––can the

                             mind of man, which has, as I fully believe, been developed from a mind as low as that

                             possessed by the lowest animal, be trusted when it draws such grand conclusions?”     
                                                                                                                                                                               ACD, 93

                                     COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                           S6

                               Darwin was a theist & believed in design when he wrote Origin of Species
                                                 NOT a so-called “Darwinist”!!!
  

                                                   DARWIN’S EPISTEMOLOGICAL DILEMMA: “THE HORRID DOUBT”                                                                                                     S7

                                                Darwin states he can’t trust his mind: (1) on the subjects of ID & God

                                                                                                             (2) to make “grand conclusions”  

                                                 BUT what did Darwin just do?

                                                           he trusted his mind to make a “grand conclusion” about not being 

                                                           able to trust his mind!!!

                                                                  K Self-Referential Incoherence
  

               ASSESSMENT                                                                                                                                                                                                             S8

                       Did Darwin rebut his “Rational Argument” for God’s existence?  NO
                            Therefore, ID remains a POWERFUL rational argument for belief in a:

                                     “First Cause having an intelligent mind in some degree analogous to that of man”
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X.  THE FINAL YEARS                                                                                                                                  S2

            some “softening” with regard to agnosticism (had deistic periods) & intelligent design (wasn’t so 

             “colour blind”)  º and fluctuation between beliefs returns
   

    John Fordyce Letter  (1879)                                                                                                                                                     S3

         35.  “It seems to me absurd to doubt that a man may be an ardent theist & an evolutionist ... 

                  I may state that my judgment often fluctuates ... In my most extreme fluctuations I have

                  never been an Atheist in the sense of denying the existence of a God. I think that generally   

                  (and more & more as I grow older), BUT NOT ALWAYS [my capitals], that an Agnostic 

                  would be the more correct description of my state of mind.”     To Fordyce (7 May 1879) LLD, I:304
   

                         COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                                S4

                 • DESTROYS the Origins Dichotomy in one short sentence!                                    

                                          K it is a perfectly reasonable to be “an ardent theist & an evolutionist”  
   

                 • Up to 1879 Darwin was NEVER AN ATHEIST (he dies in 1882)                                                                   S5
   

                 • Agnostic the “more correct description”
  

                 • The “not always” periods º likely a deist                                                                                                                                        S6

                                        THE “NOT ALWAYS” ARGUMENT:
                                              • Darwin “never” an atheist, 

                                              • Darwin “generally but not always” an agnostic

                                                Therefore: Darwin in the “not always” periods had a belief in some

                                                                            sort of deity or teleological reality

                                                                                 WHY? 
                                                                                        Darwin still IMPACTED by nature (Ps 19 Factor)
     

   Conversation with the Duke of Argyll                                                                                                                                                                             S7

         during the last year of Darwin’s life
                                                                                                                                                                                       

         36.  “In the course of that conversation I said to Dr. Darwin, with reference to some of his own                           S8 

                  remarkable works on the ‘Fertilization of Orchids’ and upon ‘The Earthworms,’ and various

                  other observations he made of the wonderful contrivances for certain purposes in nature––

                  I said it was impossible to look at these without seeing that they were the effect and the 

                  expression of mind. I shall never forget Mr. Darwin’s answer. He looked at me very hard 

                  and said, ‘Well, that often comes over me with overwhelming force; but at other times,’ 

                  and he shook his head vaguely, adding, ‘it seems to go away.’”                            LLD, I:316
    

                         COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                                S9

                 The Revelation in Nature                                                                                  

                                   • Active
                                             impact of living organisms “comes over me with overwhelming force”

                                   • Intelligible
                       “the effect and the expression of mind”

                                   • Incessant                                                                                                                                                            S10

                                             “often comes over me” º renders doubtful 1876 “color-blind” comment

                                   • Revelatory                                                                                                              
                                             “impossible” not to see the work of a Mind
  

                                PSALM 19 FACTOR                                                                                                                                                     S11

                                          Was Darwin’s experience in biology declaring the glory of God?       
                                              OR 
                                           Was Darwin suffering from an illusion?
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XI. CONCLUSION: EVOLUTION & DARWIN’S RELIGIOUS BELIEFS                                                                          S2
                      

1. Darwin was Never an Atheist or a Darwinist!                                                                                                                             S3

        during the writing of Origin of Species (1859):

                 Darwin claimed he: was a theist

                                                  believed in Intelligent Design 
                                                                                                                                              

2. Darwin Struggled with Intelligent Design throughout his Life                                                                             S4

        nature impacted Darwin powerfully & often
 

               TO ASK THE QUESTION ONE LAST TIME:                                                                                                          S5

                    Did Darwin experience an illusion of ID caused by 19  century religious conditioning?th

                           OR

                    Is the Psalm Factor 19 a reality?

3. Pastoral Lessons & Implications from Darwin’s Story                                                                                                          S6

      Christians gave Darwin: 

              • mistaken view of origins:

                      Progressive Creation

              • mistaken view of design: 

                      Paley’s Conflation of Intelligent Design, Perfect Adaptation & Beneficence

              • mistaken view of the hermeneutics of Genesis 1-11:
                        common concordist hermeneutic
                                literalism & historical/scientific concordism

               TO ASK SOME PROVOCATIVE QUESTIONS:                                                                                             S7

                     Were Christians a stumbling block between Darwin & the God of Christianity?
   

                     TODAY:
                            Are anti-evolutionists & ID Theorists creating a similar situation?
 
  

Excursus: Lamoureux’s Intellectual Fulfilment Anti-Thesis                                                                                       S8

      Dawkins:                                                                                                                                                                                                    S9

              “Darwin made it possible to be an intellectually fulfilled atheist.”
      Lamoureux:                                                                                                                                                                                    S10

               “Darwin made it possible to be an intellectually fulfilled THEIST.”
   

          NOTE: I am NOT saying that Darwin was a theist.
                       BUT 
                               I am saying that Darwin offers valuable THEOLOGICAL INSIGHTS:
    
       Central Theological Insight                                                                                                                        S11

             Science vs. Religion & Evolution vs. Creation Dichotomies are ABSURD

                  “It seems to me absurd to doubt that a man may be an ardent theist & an evolutionist”
                                                                                                                                                 Quote 35
       Embryology-Evolution Analogy                                                                                                                                          S12

            an excellent way to understand God’s creative action in both embryology & evolution 

            in Darwin’s most important books: Origin of Species (1859)  Q 17

                                                                     Descent of Man (1871)  Q 23

       Psalm 19 Factor                                                                                                                                                               S13

             nature IMPACTED Darwin throughout his life 

                     last year  º “often comes over me with overwhelming force”  Q 36
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      Toward a Model of Evolutionary Intelligent Design                                                                                                                                                                        S2

             “designed laws” & “details to what we may call chance”  Q 21

             “ laws may have been expressly designed by an omniscient Creator”  Q 21

       Darwin’s Epistemological Dilemma                                                                                                                                                                    S3

             “The Horrid Doubt” about ID  Q 34

                     K Darwin’s rebuttal against rational ID argument suffers from Self-Referential Incoherence 

                               Therefore:

                                        ID a very reasonable argument (NOT a proof) for the existence of God 

       Darwin’s Implicit Theodicean Juxtaposition                                                                                                                                                                                             S4

             Intelligent Design in nature is a response to suffering in nature  Q 19, 20, 21, 29

                     K Psalm 19 Factor Trumps Suffering 

                               living organisms enjoy “happiness” most of the time  

       Natural Revelation & Evolutionary Psychology                                                                                     S5

             human brain hardwired through evolution BY God

                  “innate knowledge of the creator” is the result of “his most magnificent [evolutionary] laws”  

                                                                                                                                                             Q 16

       Morality & Evolutionary Psychology                                                                                                                                       S6

             “social instincts ... naturally lead to the golden rule” Q 26 

                     K consistent with “the law written on human hearts” (Rom 2:15) Q 27 

       Criticism of the Bible                                                                                                                                                        S7

             “false history of the world”  Q 12

                    assumed historical concordism in Genesis 1-11

                     K poor hermeneutics? 
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