
Through these demonstration posters you will get to appreciate first-hand the difference that this new poster format could potentially provide to your 
future students – perhaps making it more fun and engaging for your students to make and present their poster in your next class.

GOOD-BYE WALL OF TEXT!
Read this section and get the main 
take-home message! 

Non-Cognitive Predictors of Student Success:
A Predictive Validity Comparison Between Domestic and International Students

Introduction
• Posters are a standard presentation format both in the classroom and at conferences, including 

the poster session here at UBEA (even virtually)!
• Posters have the power to be effective at communicating research findings
• They often are INFORMATION OVERLOAD! 
• As instructors, we tell our students to use techniques such as bulleted lists, photos, figures and 

tables in order to have their poster be an engaging medium to translate their research.
• REALITY: CLUTTER!!!! “Wall of Text”.  

Unpostering the Scientific Poster: 
Demonstrating a New Format “Poster 2.0” 
for Communicating Student (and Faculty) 
Research Findings
Anne CS McIntosh, Stacey P, Bartley KI, Berg ML, Bordey N, 
Cook CA, Godziuk GW, Kruger MT, Larsen GE, Lynch MJ, 
Paulgaard SD, Sweder JD - University of Alberta, Augustana 
CampusScience Dept – Augustana Campus, Camrose, Alberta, 
Canada . Contact Dr. McIntosh at: amcintos@ualberta.ca

Click here to access 
more detailed 
information

The Augustana Campus of the University of Alberta is located at ᐊᓯᓂᐢᑲᐤ ᓰᐲᓯᐢ (asiniskaw sipisis - Stoney Creek) in 
Treaty 6 territory. This territory provided a travelling route and home to the Maskwacis Nêhiyawak, Niitsitapi, Nakoda, 
and Tsuut'ina Nations, the Métis, and other Indigenous peoples.

Traditional Poster Samples

• https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/06/11/729314248/to-
save-the-science-poster-researchers-want-to-kill-it-and-start-over

• How to create a better research poster in less time (including templates) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RwJbhkCA58

• Poster unpostered templates can be found here: https://osf.io/ef53g/
• Purrington’s Advice on designing scientific posters available at 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/posteradvice.htm

Thanks to the members of the 2015/16 Costa Rica Field Studies Course and 
Randi Lupardus who shared their traditional posters to compare with the 
‘Unpostered’ posters. 

Sample Unpostered Posters
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Can you appreciate the difference that this new poster format could potentially provide to 
your future students – perhaps making it more fun and engaging for your students to make 
and present their poster in your next class.

• A new poster design format “Poster 2.0” 
envisioned by Michigan State University 
doctoral student Mike Morrison is aiming to 
change the way in which we create posters

• Towards achieving goal of clearly and 
concisely communicating research findings. 

• In this presentation, I will highlight examples 
of this new poster format taken from a 
Tropical Ecology Field Studies Course that I 
co-taught in January 2020. 

Take-home Message

mailto:amcintos@ualberta.ca
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/06/11/729314248/to-save-the-science-poster-researchers-want-to-kill-it-and-start-over
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RwJbhkCA58
https://osf.io/ef53g/
http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/posteradvice.htm
https://sites.ualberta.ca/%7Eamcintos/ubea2021.html


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RwJbhkCA58&t=21s



‘Traditional’ Posters: 
Costa Rica Field Studies Course



Poster ‘2.0’ (Mike Morrison)

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/06/11/729314248/to-save-the-science-poster-researchers-want-to-kill-it-and-start-over https://psychology.msu.edu/directory/morrison-mike.html



Non-Cognitive Predictors of Student Success:
A Predictive Validity Comparison Between Domestic and International Students

Main finding goes here, translated 

into plain English. Emphasize the 

important words.

BACKGROUND: Who cares? Explain why 
your study matters in the fastest, most brutal 
way possible (feel free to add graphics!).

METHODS
1. Collected [what] from [population]
2. Tested it with X process.
3. Illustrate your methods if you can.
4. Try a flowchart!

RESULTS
• Graph/table with essential results only.
• All the other correlations in the ammo bar.

AMMO BAR

Delete this and replace it 
with your…
• Extra Graphs
• Extra Correlation tables
• Extra Figures
• Extra nuance that 

you’re worried about 
leaving out.

• Keep it messy! This 
section is just for you.

Take a picture to 
download the full paper

PRESENTER:
Leeroy Jenkins

Title:
Subtitle

Leeroy Jenkins, author2, 
author3, author4, author5, 
author6, author7, author42



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RwJbhkCA58&t=21s



Poster 2.0 Costa Rica Field Studies Course



Poster 2.0 Costa Rica Field Studies Course



Poster 2.0: Society for Range Management Conference (Format Required)



https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/06/11/729314248/to-save-the-science-poster-researchers-want-to-kill-it-and-start-over



Try It?

• Could this new poster format could provide a more engaging way to 
present information for your future students (and their audience)?

vs 
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