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Critical Attributes of Effective Posters 

• To promote personal contact and the exchange of ideas on 

an individual level.

• Posters should be eye-catching as well as scientifically 

accurate and tastefully laid out. 

Why do you need to make your poster effective? Critical Attributes of Effective Posters 

• Preparation

– Define your audience 

– Deliver coherent and effective message

• Content

– Original, well planned & thoroughly researched

• Presentation• Presentation

– Effectively present your poster using graphics or figures

Choose fonts that are legible

Fonts in Poster Design
Fonts in Poster Design

Fonts in Poster Design

Use simple 

font style

• Use upper and lower case type throughout the poster

• ALL UPPER CASE TYPE IS MORE DIFFICULT TO READ

Fonts in Poster Design

Fonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster Design
Fonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster Design
Fonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster DesignFonts in Poster Design

Avoid using

complicated 

fonts

Creating Legible Text

•Title –

–Sub-titles- Sub-titles-Sub-titles–Sub-titles- Sub-titles-Sub-titles
• Main text - Main text - Main text

– References – References- References 

Using Graphics for Impact

Graphics should be 

attractive, clear & 

specific

Colour your graphics

Provide captions for your 

graphics

Use Right Resolutions for Pictures



Using Backgrounds & Colour Effectively

• Colour highlights, separates, defines & associates 

information on your poster

• Colours and backgrounds should be subtle

• Background colours should always be light enough to 

see your main text see your main text 

• Colours may look different on your screen than they will 

in your print

Choose a colour scheme that is harmonious

Colour Combination

Colour Combination

Colour Combination
Good Contrast

Colour Combination
Clashing Colours

Colour Combination

Colour Combination

Light Letters

Light background

Dark Letters

Dark background

Colour Combination

Background Colours

Too much colours           Stick to 2 to 3 colours

Create a box for your text to emphasize it and to 

make it organized

Or ….
Design for three audiences

(1) Close competitors

(2) Colleagues in your

general area (main audience)

(3) Colleagues outside your area 

(“bonus” audience)

Design for your competitors only

Be so opaque that only your 

most close competitors can 

follow your work 

Layout in column format

Lets your audience read the 

entire poster as they proceed 

from left to right

Layout in rows, left to right

Viewers who read the first 

row may be unable to fight

their way back to

the beginning

Indicate the sequence

Supply clues to help viewers 

follow your presentation

Let them guess the sequence

Avoid clues that would help 

people to follow your 

presentation



Use visual grammar

Graphic hierarchy reflects

the relative importance of 

critical elements

Emphasize text, not graphics

A publication-style format, 

like a journal article, supplies 

every detail

Emphasize visually

Graphic, cartoons, and figures 

should dominate. Write 

explanations directly on the 

figures

Visually de-emphasize substance

Portray the main points in the 

tiniest type. Make all figures so 

small that the important 

information is invisible 2 ft away

Make text readable

Text should be simple, direct, 

and large enough to read. 

Keep text compact. 

Avoid long lines of text

Make text hard to read

If the text is impenetrable,

many viewers will just go away.

Start with tiny text.

Make lines of text so long that 

the readers lose their place when 

trying to find the next line.

Content: Select only the most pertinent data 

to report on the poster

• Title

• Authors & affiliations, email or other address

• Abstracts are essential and should be highlighted

• Introduction

• Description of the methods used• Description of the methods used

• Brief results

• Brief discussions

• Brief conclusions

• References and Acknowledgements 

How to make a poster that attracts an audience?

Nadir Erbilgin
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Abstract
• Summary of 

research question, 

the methods, the 

data, and the 

conclusions

Methods
• The treatments, 

procedures, and/or 

protocols you studied

•Whether the subjects 

and/or the researchers 

were blinded

Discussion
•What your results mean.

• Present supporting 

evidence.

• Any contradictory 

findings and limitations conclusions

Introduction

• Clearly explain the 

rationale of your 

study 

•Why did you do 

the study?

• Includes research 

questions and 

objectives

were blinded

•What devices you used

•What outcomes were 

measured

Results
• What you found in your 

study

• Includes statistical 

analysis and tables and/or 

figures

findings and limitations 

should be addressed

Conclusions
• Directly relate to your 

study’s research questions 

and hypotheses

References

Acknowledgements

Keep it simple

Edit ruthlessly. Reduce 

sentence complexity, and 

delete details.

State the message instead.

Emphasize the methods, not the 

message

In the methods section, identify 

every detail of your methods.

Emphasize methods over content 

in the results.

Emphasize essential 

information

State the take-home 

messages in large section 

headings

Be wordy, but avoid explanations

Avoid substance or explicit 

statements. 

Particularly avoid highlighting the 

message in large type 

Differentiate data, 

summaries, and conclusions

Step beyond merely stating 

the results. 

Make the strongest 

statements your data will 

support.

Never draw conclusions

Never specify real information.

Avoid committing yourself to any 

strong statement.



Presentation

• Prior to the meeting

– Check for the size and orientation of poster

– Bring handouts that include the abstract and any 

supplementary information

• Just before the meeting

– Arrive 20-30 minutes before the scheduled poster session– Arrive 20-30 minutes before the scheduled poster session

– Set up the poster on the board with the number that 

corresponds to number of your presentation as it appears 

in the program

Use the graphics when you talk 

Don’t read your poster: use it as 

a visual aid. 

When people ask you for a tour 

of your poster, use the graphic 

elements to explain your  work.

Give a detailed tour

Carefully read every line.

When people ask you for a tour 

of your poster, lead them 

through it carefully and slowly. 

Read them all the text; Trace 

every line on every graph.

Case Studies Case Studies

Case Studies Critical Attributes of Poster Presentations

• Clarity: Deliver coherent and effective message

• Readability: Legible from 4-5 ft away

• Brevity: Get your point across using as few words

as possible without sacrificing clarity

• Layout & Design: Looks are important. Do not make it too 

fancy, though, and avoid a cluttered lookfancy, though, and avoid a cluttered look

• Content : Poster content should be engaging and original, 

well planned, and thoroughly researched


