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Introduction

This key can be used for the determination of families of
angiosperms. The families included are listed on page 9-11. The
key works by excluding families based on observed
characteristics. It is therefore particularly useful for
incomplete specimen where dichotomous keys often fail.

Starting the program

Unzip the compressed file KEY.ZIP. It contains a DOS executable
program KEY.EXE, as well as two necessary libraries KEY.DAT and
KEY.TEX. To start the program open a DOS Window, use the CD
command to set the current directory to where the files are
located, then type KEY at the DOS prompt.

Using the program

The main menu appears on the screen listing characteristics that
can be selected. Use the keys:

↓↓ or D to move down
↑↑ or U to move up
←← or L to move left

→→ or R to move right

M to mark a characteristic observed
E to erase a previously marked field

The lower status bar indicates the families excluded. When one
or a small number of families remain use the key:

X or ESC to exit the selection menu

The remaining families will then be listed. Then use the keys:

R to return to the main menu and edit the selected
  characteristics
N to start a new search
X or ESC to exit the program.

The following pages contain diagrams to illustrate the botanical
terminology used in the main menu as well as translations into
German.






















