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Wax deposition in petroleum production systems been a topic of research for more than 50 years, made even more important in recent years by deepwater subsea developments. There have been significant advances in identifying important physical phenomena and controlling parameters, measurement technology and mathematical modeling. However, significant questions remain:

· Have we identified the essential physics and parameters?

· Can we isolate the parameters and study cause-and-effect?

· Can the physics be adequately modeled and simulated?

· How can we obtain accurate field data to validate our models?

We will present some historical perspectives on experimental and modeling research in wax deposition, review current efforts to address these questions, and discuss possible solutions for the future.

