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 ASTM MAXIMUM POUR POINT: WHAT DOES IT REALLY MEAN?    
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The ASTM Cloud and Pour Point Test is widely used to determine the maximum temperature at which congealing can occur for a particular crude oil. It is widely used to set pour point specs for pipelines, monetary value of some crude streams, and may be used to select crystal modifiers or PPD’s to solve paraffin problems . In many circles the resulting number for maximum pour are taken at face value, when in fact the number may be wrong for as many as 40% of the crude oils tested.  Test data will be shown that indicates individual oils can have a different maximum pour point than that reported with ASTM. Explanations of the causes of maximum and minimum pour points and why the ASTM procedure may be causing the application of the wrong chemicals to reduce the pour point for a particular crude.    

