Oilfield versus Refinery Demulsification: Learning from the differences
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Demulsification plays a pivotal role in both refinery and oilfield processing of crude oil. If emulsions associated with a particular fluid are successfully treated in one of these applications, does that connote the likelihood of success in the other? In other words, should a refiner planning to start processing Boscan crude oil expectantly look to the Boscan oilfield operation for demulsifier expertise? The answer to this question, and others, is rooted in fundamental aspects of these different operations and the disparate methods they use to predict demulsifier performance. These will be reviewed in the light of pertinent contrasts. The associated link to product development and the quest for improvement in methods for performance prediction will also be discussed.

