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Great progress has been made on the molecular structure of asphaltenes in recent years. This work is reviewed; primary techniques include Time Resolved Fluorescence Depolarization, ESI - Mass Spec, HRTEM and STM. Results from all techniques are in accord - the conclusion is obtained that asphaltene molecules are fairly small and are polydisperse of course. Asphaltenes are shown by x-ray Raman spectroscopy to be pericondensed in accord with energetic considerations. Finally, recent results on ultrasonic spectroscopy indicate primary aggregation occurs at low concentration. Implications of this result are presented within the context of the now known molecular structure. 


