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Hombill research and conservation in the
Philippines

By Eberhard Curio’, Andreas Hemann', Peter Heubiischl'
and Lucia L. Lastimoza® .

Following our discovery of an large
congregation of the critically end (Collar et al,
1994) Writhed-billed hornbill (4Aceros waldeni) in Aklan
Province, Panay (Curio, 1995a), we focused our research
and conservation efforts on this West Visayan island.

Based on a "nest incentive scheme® and in cooperation
with the Sulud-Bukidnon people of Nawili, Valderrama
Area near Bugasong, Antique Province, we started
studying the food and breeding biology of 4. waldeni and
the Visayan horabill or Tarictic (Penelopides p. panini) that
is likewise critically endangered (Collar et al., Lc.).

Just before breeding in 1995, we observed 32 Writhed-
billed hornbills feeding in a "Lanok” tree (Ficus sp.)
burgeoning with fruit near the campsite in Hamtang
Forest, between Nawili and Mt. Balabag (near Mt. Baloy),
1000 m asl. The birds were all adult since the males looked
like a breeding male (see below) and the female attains
adult plumage before cight months of age (Curio, Hamann
and Lastimoza, in prep.). Here the first pictures of an
adult male were taken (Curio, 1995b). A good number of
Tarictics were heard nearby.

Breeding started in the beginning of March, as judged
from the disappearance of the waldeni females from the
"Lanok”, and lasted well into May/June, as inferred from
the fledging of broods of both hornbill species. Around the
camp site, our nest scouts located 24 active nests of the
Tarictic and one Writhed-billed nest in May; six further
Tarictic broods reported to us could not be verified by us
becavse of lack of time and manpower (M. Doll, pers.

comm.).

family’s vocalisations and of the male’s provisioning and of
kole from which three young fledzed,

Atonenestl::keachspeaesmgcﬁrstm of the
isioni were AH. Both and
Colour sketches of the foraging adults demonserate tat the
colour illustrations in the works of Kemp (1995, PL 9),
duPont (1971, PL 47) and Hachisuka (1931-35, PL 25) are
wrong, or, at the very least are not representative for the
Panay populations of both species.

First, the facial eolour of the 4. waldeni male is saffron
yellow with a tinge of azure blue around the eye and along
the lower half of the gular pouch. The yellow area extends
both rostrally onto the base of the red casque and candally
up to the ear-coverts. In the A waldeni female the
circumorbital bare skin is likewise pale saffron yellow as is
the pouch. Both skin areas are similarly tinged with azure
blue as in the male (Curio ez al, in prep.).

Second, the coloration of Tarictics observed by our team
on northern Negros, near Patag (Negros Occ.) and a
colour picture by A.H. on Panay, do not conform with the
respective colour plate in Kemp (Lc.)(P.H., U. Sander
pers. comm.). The ochre and rufous of a
breeding male are white as is the rufous of the tail. Most
noteworthy is a white patch of bare skin surrounded by
black(ish) feathers at the chin where this subspecies should
have none (Kemp, Lc.). We shall also follow up exciting
reports of our forest guards at Patag that told us about a
second type of male Writhed-billed that differs profoundly
from the established description given by Kemp (Lc.) and
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scouts, forest guards, an imterpreter, and a DENR
biologist (Glyn Galilea) in both and Nawili;

- Payment of a "guard fee" to a hunter in the Cubay Aren,
Panay, safeguarding the preservation of a tree with eight
nest .

- Financially supporting alternative lhivelihood measures
for the people of Patag and Nawili;

- Compensating for the surrendering of airguns by hunters
in Patag.

Given an extension of a research permit (MOA) kindly

granted by DENR (Manila) to E.C., we shall reach out
with our project to the Sulu Islands in 1996 to study and

belp preserve the Sulu hornbill (4nthracoceros montani)
that may even be more endangered than the two Visayan
species.

This note is publication No. 2 of the Philippine Endemic

3 Cambridge,

Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau of the DENR

{(Director Wilfredo S. Pollisco), the Negros Forest and

Ecological Foundation i Mr. Gerry Ledesma),

the Office of the Governor of Negros Occ. (Mr. Edwin

e'banil, Governor Rafael L. Cosolgiuelh), and West
isayas State University (Presideat Dr. Bernabe Cocjin)

provided advice and support throughout.
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